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"you if you do them. | 
_ & Phul. 3-I. To write the ſame things to you, to me 
 rdeed is not grievous, but for you it is ſafe, 
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. Joh. 13. 17, If ye knowebeſt things, happy are 
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7 is thought Convenient in a Prefi- 
tory Line or two, to Advertiſe the 
Reader, that the Diſcourſes which 
are a Price to get Wiſdom, ow gut 
F; = znto his hands, are ſuch as have hape- 
I tofore ſeen the light among, drvers others a 


-. | kin to Theſe, i two ſeveral Books of this 


| Worthy Author, whoſe Labours have praiſed Þ 
L him, as otherwayes ; ſo by the good ſucceſs *! 
% ef them, in which, no doubt, he has ſeen the 


4 * [4 


i: fruit of his Soul-travels, zo ſatisfattion ;, 
j 


Ad though the Treatiſes from whence theſe 
{, are Gleaned are by ſome intended to be Res 
- (4 printed elſewhere ere long ; nevertheleſs the 
F Republication of Theſe, in this little Mas. 
% nual ({ 725 hoped ) is not amiſs attempted ET 


oO 
pr 


N by ſundry who have been defirous to prog 
of Pure Religion among thoſe that ſtick nat to 
purchaſe 


\ 4s ; f 
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'Þo the | Reider: , | 


\purthaſe and peruſe a ſmall one, while they 
are affrighted at larger Volumns. 

Wherein alſs they preſume that the Reve- | 
tend Author himſelf from whom they had no ' 
#1ucouragement to do This, wif not be dif- 
eefed, becauſe his own Grand Aim when he i 
firft emitted theſe Important "Truths, wames | 
ly, The Converſion, and Edification, and | 
Salvation of never-dying Souls, is that on a 
the ſcore of which this New-Impreſli on 7s 
accompliſhed ; And let the Bleſſing O# Hear £ 
Vep £0 along therewith! =_ 
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WA Sound: and Through Converſion, is Tt 
of abſolute neceſſity in Order to 
the Souls Entrance into the King= 
dome of Heaven. 


 Matth. IS, 3 ; . 


1 erily, T ſay unto you, PA you be Con on- 
 werted, and become as little Childrens you 
| ſhall not enter into the K ingova of Heas. 
Ven, ; . 


"YHeſe Words were ſpokeri by this -Y 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the occaſion * 

of them we may ſee i inthe firſt 

F Verſe of the Chapter ; viz. Am {! 
% | Ambitious Enquiry amongſt the Diſci- 
[- ? ples, which of them ſhould be thegreateſt 
7 Man, or have the greateſt Dominion wn 
Y the heavenly. Kingdom of Chriſt : The 
Lord tells them in this Verſe, that ſuch 
{Ambition was not the way to. Heaven z 
yÞut on the contrary, thatif 1 it did continue 3 

| uns = 


— * 


tf 2 A ſound and through Converfiom * 


unmortified, it would ſurely exclude ' 
them out of that Kingdom. 0 
In the words we may take notice of three ; 
things : x. The main Truth which is here 
affirmed, /c. That Converſion is of abſolute 
neceſlity, in order to- obtaining the King- 
dom of Heaven, Except there be Conver- |, 
fron, or (which explaineth the other ) ex- | 
' ceptthere be a becoming as little Children, | 
, evena Regeneration, and beginning the | 
World anew, as it were, except there -be 


th 
that they were converted already ; yet 
this may well be ſpoken, even toconvert- # 
ed perſons, thereby to convince them 
further of the neceſſity of that Converſion jj 
which they had already attained. Alfo, f ; 
becauſe though they were converted in re-! 
JpeRof their ate, yet they ſtood in need'3 
of a further Converſion, in reſpeR of a, 
particular il, which they were too much} 
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iz of abſolute neceſſity, &c. 7 | 
tinder the preſent prevailing power of. 


3 And this ſheweth, that all men whatſoe- 


ver are Coricerned in the truth delivered t 


© For if it be true concerning Diſciples of 


Chriſt . that the muſt be either Converted, 
br #ot ſaved, certainly this 1s true, concer- 
ing other men. 4. We have here the man= 


FJ ner of the expreſſion. This Truth is not 


barely affirmed, biit witha Yerily \, Chriſt 4 


© doth not only fay, but pronounceth it 
2} with a Yerily, fiying, Yerily, except you be 
* Converter, you ſhall not enter into the King- 
i dome of Heaven ; which noteth both the 
[ff certainty and the folemnity of the . thing 
W expreſſed. This word [ verily ] was fre» 
quently uſed by Criſt, yet never but 
t 2» when there was ſome weighty and ſoſemgt 
* truth affirmed by him. The Dodrine 
4 therefore which we ſhall (by the Lords 
\J aſliſtarice) ſpeak unto from the words, 8 


That it is a moſt certain aud weighty Truth, 

7 that a ſound, through Converſion, ts of abſe« 
Inte neceſſity, in order to the Souls extranct 
trio the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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” In ' the Dofrinal proſecution of this' 2 
point, we ſhall attend two things : Firſt, Þ 
we ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions for 3 
clearing and opening - the Truth about 
Converſion. Secondly, We ſhall demon- | 
ſtrate the Truth by Argument. > Y 

1. The Explicatioh of the Truth, may | 
be {et before us in ſundry Propoſitions. g 

Propoſ. T.. God is the principal cauſe | 
and Author 6 if that Converſion which is here 
ſpoken of. The words indeed may be ren- Þ 
dred, Except you Convert; but that ſhew- Þ 
eth rather mians duty, than his power to | 
convert himſelf; I fay, God and not man 
15 the principal cauſe of this work. Hence 
converted perfons are faid to be horn o | Z 
God, and not of man ; becauſe not man, |: 1 
but God alone is the Author of Regene- 
Tation, Foh. 1.13: therefore it was that E- 3 E 
phraim prayed, TURN thou me, and I ſhall | [1 
be turned, Fer.31.18, aS1f he had faid, Ex» | l/ 
Cept the Lord turn me, the work will ne- 

ver be done. And God doth this by his | 


Holy Spirit, thereforea converted perſon is 1 

fad, tobe born of the Spirit, Joh.3 . 6: and, © 

6-4 LS the ws, Gal. 4. 29. ww the © 
_ = ich: 


PTIPTY 


4) < _ ny ty, &c. © : + | 


& [Spirit of God is called, the Spirit of Grace, 
{&, Heb.10.:29. becauſe all Grace, and eſpeci- 
J ally Converting Grace, is from him : The 
& truth is, chat as Converſion is taken for 
the infuſing of a new Principal of Saving 
\.. E Grace into the Soul ; fo men are altoge- 
ay 4 ther paſſive in their Converſe on, and the E- 
” FF ternal Spirit is the only principal Agent 
ſe therein, Hence C onverſion is called, a new 
ore A Pegetting, 1 Pet.i.3. Now in begetting, the 
| 7} tlung begotten is not active but wholly 


6 7 paſlive: andit 15 cal led a Reſurretion, or ; 
- to | | 7rickning of a dead perſon, Eph. 2. 1. Joh. 5. 
nan 74 25. Hath a dead man power to raiſe 
nce | A himſelf out of his Grave ; or is it in the | 
n of | | power. of Men or Creatures to quicken 


nan, 4 thoſe that aredead ? much-more may we | 
ene- ; 4 fay thus as to dead Souls, that are buried 
* F. ina Grave of fin, guilt and miſery : yea, 
fall 4 10 Converting a Soul, there iS a Creat7ag 
© power put forth, Col.3.10. which ſheweth 
%, ne-| 3 both that the Sout j iS paſſive in this work; 1 
y his | Jand alſo, that it is above the power of - | 
fon is | Men or Creatures to accompliſh.  Crea= 
nd, 7tion 18 a bringing of ſomething out of no- 1? 
id the thing; Now inaſmuch, aS there 15 4 kind -Y 
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| 6 Aſoundant through Converſion 
| of Infinite diſtance between Being and | 
No-being ; therefore an Infinite power is | 
_ required, to produce a work of Creation. 
So 1s it in Converſion. Nay, that's harder | 
| than meer Creation ; becauſe in. the firſt | 
Creation there -was no' oppoſition : But | 
now when God enters upon this work of | 
the new and ſecond Creation, there is whats 
ever reſiſtance all the powers *af darkneſs 
can make againſt him. Look, as it is an 
_ eaſjer matter to make a new Glaſs, than 
© mend a broken one ; ſa it is eaſier to | 
create a new Soul, than by Converſion,as | 


It were, to wake axew the broken, ruined | 
Souls of men. "1 
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tial to the Souls.Converfion. For thereby 
4s Conviition of fin and miſery, Roms. 3.20. | 
By the Law #s the knowledge of fin. If a | 
man cometh to ſee and acknowledge him- - | 
ſelf to be-a ſinful and miſerable Tranſgrefſ- 
ſor, this conviction 1s by means ot the ' 
Law. . The Ceremonial Law was a plam | 
conviction and evidence of the guilt of 
ſin., Hence it is called, the ZHand-writing | 
that is againſt us, Col.2.14. becaule it was | 
as it were, a Bill of Indictment againſt the : 
Obſervers of it : the Fews when they ob- | 
ſerved Circumciſion, did thereby confeſs * 
themſelves guilty of Original Sin, which  ? 

$ 15 the fin of nature ; and when they of- | 
. 7 tered any Sacrifice, they gid thereby ac- * 
# knowledge, that they deſerved to be dealt 
= with, as they did unto that creature which 
was ſacrificed by them ; yea, to be made 
an Eternal Sacrifice to Infinite Juſtice. | 
And the Moral Law doth convince of fin. 
When that in the holy nature and exa&@ 
purity of it, is brought hotneto the Soul, j 

$ Conſcience is convinced and awakenet + 
7 thereby, with the ſenſe of tranſgreſſion:: 
and guilt, Hence the Apoſtle faith, Row. 


4 Vhoeds and throng Comvenſio on 


7.9. [was alive without the Law once :' He b 
{ſpeaketh of what he was, when in his na- | 
' tural, unconverted eſtate ; - before the Law | 
Was effecually brought home to his heart, | 
he wasalive in his own conceit : But kf ws | 
the Commandment came, T died; when God | 
Kt the Law, in the ſpiritual nature of it | 
before him, then his Conſcience was. tou- | 
ched indeed, chat he faw himſelf to be by | 
nature, no better than adead and damned # 
Creature : Now Convidion of fin is the 7 
| way, and indeed the firſt ſtep towards * 
Of- Converſion. But eſpecially the Word: of © 
| F © the Goſpel 15 the great means of Conver- } 
fion: Hence it is called, The miniſtration | G 
of the Spirit, aud of life, 2. Cor. 13. 6. be- 
cauſe it is the mean by which Si ; 
life is conveyed to the Elect. The Law ©: 
without the Goſpel will never Convert : - 
Hence men that have keen ſtrangers to |} 
the Goſpel, have been-unacquainted with & 
the ns of Conver/ion, all their know- A j 
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ledge in the Law notwithſtanding. The 
Gentiles notwithſtanding the. Internal J. 
Law written in the heart; and the Jews" | 
AO! twithſtandin 8 khcir know ledge of the þ 


5 Bo _— k f 
'Y K 
P ) 
. - 
CY . 


©” I NP . '&c * . X 
#5 of abſolute neceſſity; &c. *". ' 9. * 


4 External-Law, yet were ſtrangers to true! 
T Converſion, becauſe they knew nct the- 
Goſpel in the power of it. The Law with- 
out the Goſpel, will but drive to deſpair; 
and to ſer the-finner farther off from God, 
$ bur will never bring him home to God a- 
1t If gain : It is alſo true, that God doth many 
2u- &f times bleſs Providences, Affliction eſpe= 
by i} cially, tohelp forward the Converſion of 
ed AF his Ele&t ; but that is, by cauſing them 
the I} thereby to mindand remember what the 
3 Word faith, Aﬀtiition maketh a ſinner to 
7 think of Chriff, But how came he to hear 
24 of a Chrilt, or to know that any help 1s 
F to be had for his Soul ? This - knowled ge 
e- 45 bythe Goſpel ; fo that {fill it remain- 
ual | Leh true, that the Word is the principal 
E | Meansof Converſion. 
3 Propof. II. true Converſid 10n, the Soal 
F: As. from Satan, the World, Sin and 
A Y 5s In all changes, there is the term 
4 from which the change is: now the Pro- 
4 poſition 1s. expreſſive of the term from 
1 q which the change in Converſion iS wrought. 
4 There are four Particulars comprehended 
{ vader thus ; we ſhall brietly touch upon 


each ; 


4. &E 


"* no A ſound and through Converſion, 

* eachoft themas they go along: x. The 
Converted Sout is turned from Satan: 
therefore when Paul - was Inſtrumental 
towards the Conyer/ron of the Gentiles, he 
15faid toturn them from the power of -Sa- 
tan, 4. 26. 18. and when the Diſciples 
were ſent forth to Preach the Goſpel, and 
thereby to Convert the World, Satan is faid 
to fall before them, Luk. ro. 18. Converſion 
is the ſame with effeual vocation : Now | 
in Vocation, the term from which the Soul! 
1s called, 7s Satans Kingdom, 1 Pet.2.9. Hel 
hath called you out of darkneſs ; namely,out 
of the dark Kingdom of Satan. 2. From 
the World ; therefore Chriſt faid to his | 
Diſciples after their converſion, Te are not - 
of the World, I have choſen you out of the 
World, John 15.19. Sin doth carry 
the Soul from God to the creature ; but 
now in converſion, it is taken off from ; 
the creature aghin; as we ſee in David, 
* Pſal.x19:96: I have ſeen an end of all per- 

4 fedion: his heartwas' taken off from the 

' creature, fo as. he did not look, for his 
happineſs there : The like we ſee in con-J 
verted Paul,Gal;6;14: { am crucified. to thef - 

tiered — 


_— * 


hs ated * _— 


Re" PETE dd... acide PICO an vanes, wh 


is of abſolute neceſſity, Ge: 0s L 


World, and the World unty me. The World 
was 45 4 dead obje before his eyes, which 
js unlovely and undefirable. 3. From $7#* 
ef Oft in Scripture, converſion 1s called 
turning from fin, Tſai: $9.20: Fer: 26: 31 
and a breaking off from fin, Dan.4.27; and 4 
caſt ing away tranſgreſſiqu, Ezek: 18: 31: Tſab 
31:7: yea, it iS a turning from all ſin, 
Fzet: 18: 21, 39: Herein eſpecially cons 
C verion doth conſiſt ; namely, in a true 
E turning from fin ; that- 1s, when the life 
clY and heart is throughly divorced from every 
Wl falſe and evil way. Men may confeſs ſin, 
nix yet if they do not forſake it, this is no 
E converſion, Prov:28:13; They- may for« 
7 fake fin in their lives, yer if there be' a 
& loveand liking unto any luſt in the heart, 
vaYÞ there 1s no true converſion. But of this 
E more afterwards. 4. The converted man 
ny 15 turned from Se/f alſo : This is the firſt, 
af and indeed one of the hardeſt Leſſons in * 
Chriſtianity, that a man muſt dexy him- 
elf, Mat:16:24: A natural man, maketh 
J not only the World, but Se/f his God. 
con-# He maketh hm/e/f his own Laſt end: He _ 
to thefj yer to himſelf; but the converted man 
DW =—= nm ——— ——s© 


12 A found and through Cotrverfion, 
doth not ſo. Herein iS a main matter in| 
Converſion; and that wherein the Truth: 
of the work is diſcerned, namely, when 
the Sinner is indeed unbottomed from 
Self, eſpecially from righteous- Self: and 
Converſion _ imply a work: of FHumi- 
lation, __ iS that w hereby the Soul is 
taken off from reſting in righteous Self: 
Some thereare that attain untoa ſeeming, | 
and as it were, an halt-converſon, but I 
here they ſtick -and periſh ; they do in| 
part forſake the World and Sin, but then ® ic 
they go to duties and righteouſneſs of 
their own : But in true Converſion, the 
Soul is taken of from this bottom alſo. 
Hence Paul, after his Converſion, could ® x 1 
ſay, not Having my own righteouſneſs, Phil. 3; 
3-9. He did renounce all that was his Ur 
own ; not only his own Sins, or. his own 'C 
q 
| 


S Will or his own Relations, ſo far as they 
| . ſtood in oppoſition to Chriſt, but his own | 
Rig] teouſneſs and all. : a 
- Propoſ. IV, In true Converſion; the Saul 'F 
is turned to God in Chriff. In all chan- LE 
ges there 1S the term 10 which, as well as 
the term from whuch the change is. Thus 


* 7s of abſolute neceſſity; &e. 1 * 
r inflia Converſion, the former Propoſition 
"uth {was expreſſive of the term from which;this 
hen Wis. expreſſive of the term to which the Sin- 
rom her is changed : we have them both men- 
and Witioned, A&4-26-19. where the converſion 
amis of the Gentiles 15 called, not only a turn- 
ulis Ming from Satan and Darkneſs but unto God + 
elf-: EW Therefore it is faid of Foh#i Baptiſt, that he 
ing, Yhould tur» many of the Children of Iſrael 
but Rarto the Lord their God, Luk: 1. 16. be- 
O in cauſe he was inſtrumemal towards their 
then EConverſion : God went forth with Fohx 
S of VBapriſts Miniſtry to the converſion of ma- 
the Wny Souls, therefore he is ſaid, to turn mas 
alſo. Fay to the Lord: and very often Converſion 
ould Fs called, a turning to the Lord, Deut. 30. 
Phil. Fro. Hoſ.z2.6. Converſion is an undoing of 


; his the work of Sin ; Sin 1s a departure from 
own God: So Conver/ton 15 a going to him a+ 
they gain. Hence the -converting Prodigal 
own faid, he would go to his Father, Luk. 
A 75. 18. by theſe two parts, or terms, is 
Sol the whole nature of Converſion deſcribed; 
han- Y ſee ſai.55.7. Let the wicked" forſake his 
M as if way, "and the anrighteous Man his thoughts. 
-»< K-64 et.” 
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Theſe words are expreſſive of the firſt; 
part of Converfion ;-ſe. when the fſintier 
is turned from evil, and that not only as 
to his way, or outward converſation, but| 
in his own thoughts, and inward diſpoſi- 
tion of heart; it followeth, and /et him re- 
turn to the Lord ——To our God : Theſe 
words are expreſſive of the other and po- 
tive part of Converſion. Moreover, 
this turning muſt be to God in Chriſty 
for true converfion is an Evangelical works yo 
Though a Man ſhould repent with legal '#h 
Repentance, and turn to Gog in a legal = 
way, this 1s #0 Converfton, if Chriſt be wot 
turned unto, and God, even the Father in him," 
The Jews did thus retur n, yet they con- | c F 
yerted not, becauſe they fought God out | Wy 
of Chriſt, Rom-9. .32+ Hence Converfton is 
called, a ſeeking of Chriſt, Hol. 3. 5+ and 
Converted ones are deſcribed to be ſuch as\} 
are in Chriſt, Row: 16.7. Paul there  ; " 
that bis K inſmen as icus and Junius] 
were in Chriſt before him; meaning that they] 
were converted before him,C hriſt, Gal-3-27«j 
and to have put on Although there are ma« Jr 
ny that call themdelyes ——— that| [th 
NOW 


 * 
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-& know not what Converſion means, yet 4 
true Convert, and a true Chriſtzan, are the 
fame: Converſion doth imply Faith in 

&Chrif#.' It hath been a great Queſtion a- 
mongſt ſome, Whether Faith or Repentance 

be firſk wrought ; and a great deal of di- 
ſputing there hath been about this point, * 

z0« Elwhich might have been ſpared. The true 
er, Mand plain Anſwer is, That as Repentance 
{&4, Þs taken for the firſt part of Converſion, 
rk; © it iS in order of Nature before Faith, 
i| *hough in Time with it: The term from 
which, is in order of Nature, before the 
perm to which ; but as Repenitance is taken 
im, for the whole work of Converſion (.as 
on- ft in Scripture it is ) ſo it implieth Faith 
ouf 4n Chriſt. You heard but now, that con» 
4 is Ferfron and vocation are the fame ; now in 
ind F ocation the term towhich the Soul is cal- 
1 a$\Mled> is the Kingdom of Chriſt, Col®1. 13- 
ith, YT11s Texr- doth intimate, that Converted 
nus&P»es arc brought into the Kingdom of Hea- 
hey|Þ*»; and it muſt needs be fo, becauſe in 
27+ Converſion, the term to which the Soul is 
mas Forought, 1s the Xingdom of Chriſt; now 
thatYthat 15 meant by the Kingdom of Heaven, 
10W 
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even the Heavenly Kingdom of the Meſſiahr. | 
Chriſts Kingdom, and the Kingdom of 
Heaven are the fame. 
. -Propol. V. 7rue Believers on Chriſt may 
undergo a farther, and as it were, a ſecond 
Converſion. This 15 plainly ( and indeed 
*@&-main thing intended therein ) intimated 
in the Text ; Chriſt here tells his own 
Diſciples, that except they were convert- 
ed ; 4 e. except there were a farther, and 
as it were, a new converſion wrought in 
them, ana upon them, they ſhould not 
ſee Heaven. There 1s an univerſal con- 
verſion, and a particular converfion : one 
in the ſtate of nature, needs the former ; 
a-true Chriſtian may ſtand in need of this 
latter. This may be ſecretly hinted at by 
that expreſſion, Fer.4.3e Plough up the fal- 
Jow ground of your hearts. Fallow ground 
you Mow, is fuch as hath been once bro- 
*ken up already ; but by reaſon of its bes 
.ing overgrown with weeds and thorns 
Sc. may need a further and new break- 
-ing up. - So it. iS here, they that haveſſ- 
.had their hearts truly broken up for ſin,>* 
may become faow ground, fo a5 to need 
aut A ak El r 
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FH, f Aelare neceſity, &c. - 3 
kt new furrows ſhould be made in their 
Souls : They may be fo overgrown with 
the weeds of f1n, as that the Plough-ſhare 
of Repentance muſt again break up their 
heirts. Converſion is ſometimes taken. 
for a ſpiritual habit infuſed into the Soul; 
ſo it 1$not to be reitterated ; for the habit 
of Grace wrought in the firſt Converſion, 
is never loſt. Sometimes it 15 taken for 
an at proceding from that habit + Thus # 
Man may be conyerted over and over a- 
gain; yea, thus a Chriſtian 1s converting. 
all his life long; that 1s to fay, he is Qik 
getting farther off from fin and theworld 
and nearer unto God in Chriſt ; the lite 

Mof a Chriſtian is and ought to be a life of 
"MFaith and Repentance. Hence even true 
Believers yet are called upon to repent : 

o we find in rhoſe Epiſtles which the 

ord Jeſus fent from Heaven to the Chur- 

ches, they are commanded to repent that 

X ng Is, to renew their Repentance. . And this 
= ruth is evident, in that a true Child of 
ſin 50d may be too far ſubject to the pre- 
1 ailing power of ſome ſpecial: corruption, 

thai n whiclr caſe, a new or further conver- 
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w” x3 A ſound and throurh Converſion, 
> fion-is requiſite. This was the caſe of. 
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the Text; the Diſciples were under” the | 
preſent predom.nancy of an ambitious 
Luſt, in a great meaſure, theretore the 
Lord telis them, t/ey muſt be converted, 
The like we find, in reipect._ of anotlier 
corruption in that good Prophet -Jeremzas 
lee C5.15.19, Ti us [ath tle Lord, if t' ou 
return t' en will ] bring thee again and thoy 
ſhalt ſtand before me : You may iee,in the 
former Verle, thar the good man was fur- 
priſed with a pang of Unkeliet ; and 
While the temptation and corruption Pre» 
vailed upon him, he manijeſts much im- 
patiency and murmvrings of Spirit: New 
faith God to him, zf tou wilt return from 
? is evil frame of Spirit, if tlou wt cons 
pert t:.ec from t' eſe evils, then will I again 
make uſe of thee in my fervice, &C. So that 
2 very good man may be diſtempered 
with particular corruptions, fo as to need 
&returning and converting from them tc 
the Lord again. Yea, it 1 a ſad Truth 
that a godly man may poſlibly be unde! 
the prelent power oi fome- corruption, 1 
ſuch a degree, as that it is unpollible ie 0 W272 
ml 
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tion be\turt her mortified. This is plain- 
ly affirmed by the Text, Chriſt declareth 
to his Diſciples, that except *the luſt of- 
Pride were further mortified . ift 
them, they ſhould not enter into Heaven: 
Some ſins which true Believers are guilty 
of, they mult and ſhall repent of them be- 
fore they go out of this\World, that fo 
they may be fit for Heaven. 

. Again, Grace may be exceeding weak 
in a true Believer, and in that caſe a fur- | 
ther Converſion is neceſſary: Ordinarily | 


it iS thus with zew-Converts ; in ſuch ma= 5 


ny times Grace is yery weak, and corru- 
pro 15 very ſtrong ; there is little know= 
edge,& much ignorance; little humility, 
& much pride;thence a further converſion 
muſt be. This we ſee in the Diſciples |} 
themſelves, a long time they were mar-' ; 
veloufly ignorant, and yet too fulf of 4 
Pride and other Corruptions: but after the } 
Aſcentionof Chriſt, there WAS 1 mighty ! 
change wrought in them ; Then was that 
accompliſhed upon them, which bers © brift 


ſaid muft be, a new & wa o, _—_ were 
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endued with power from on high, Luk.2.4.49. 
The Lord from on high poured his Spirit 
mightily upon them, and thereby were 
they wondeffully changed : The change 


pies, was not much lets, than that which: 
was wrought on them at their firſt Con- 
verſion; they dittered from what them- 
ſelvez were afore, well nigh as much as 
at their firſt converſion they were made 
to difter from other men. 


may need, as it were a new Converfton, 
This we ſee in the collgpſed Churches of 
Afia; yea, a godly man may fall into 
_ groſs ſins, fuch as waſt and wound the 
Conicience, and break communion wuh 
God ; indeed into any fin, though never 
lo vile, except only that ſin againſt the 


4 I % . 
' 1n this caſe a new converſion is neceſlary; 
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which was then wrought upon the Dici- 


Again, true Believers may be under fad 
{pir.tual decays, and in this reſpeRt they - 


Holy Ghoſt, and final Impenitency. Now | 


we ſee inſtafices hereof ih David, Pial. 51. 
Io. after his fearful fall and-miſcarriagein. 
that matter about ©riah ( for that, ay the 
Title ſheweth, was the occaſion 6f his: 
pen- 


* ts of abſolyte neceſſity, &c: it |} 
penning that Pſalm ) he prayeth, that God 


would create a clean heart, and renew a 
right ſpirit in him: He ſpeaketh as if 
all the work of converſion were to begin 
anew again» And in Solomon, His pent- 
tent Soul wrote a Book of Repentance ; Ec- 
clehaftes 1s the Book of Solomons Repen- 
tance, not of his firſt but of his ſecond. 
Repentance. And another Inſtance here- 
of we have 1n Peter : Hence *Chrift faid 
| to him, Lak.r2.32. When thou art convert- 
d ll ed, &c. Peter was converted before that 
Y If time, but Satan fo far prevailed upon him, 
1. N a5 that by the ſudden ſurprizal of a tem- 
of ÞE ptation, he became guilty of Lying and 
to I Perjury, and ( which was worſt ot all ) 
denied Chriſt too : Now in regard of 
this fearful fall into ſin, he ſtood in need 


er FNof being, as it were, converted anew z 
ne therefore Chriſt faid to him, When thou 


Wart Converted, meaning, when he ſhould 
ry; Bhave repented of his grievous Tranſgref- 
5 I - Won. Beſides all this, the truth of what 
212 Fou hear 1s evident, if we conſider the 
he Feveral ſteps of Converſion ; e.g. A true. 
bis Believer may undergo 2 new work of. 
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22 A ſound and through Converſion 
Conviition and Illumination; God may 
teach him that which he hath not yet | 
ſeen, Fob 34.32. he may have firther Vi- | 
ſions of God, and Viſions of his own heart | 
too, yea ſuch diſcoveries, as may differ 
in degree, as much from the enlightnings 
received, when firſt Illuminated, as the 
knowledge of a man differs trom the 
| Knowledge of a Child, x Cor. 13.11. and 
He may undergoa new work of Compun- 
| Con or Contrition for fin. Hence David 
after, his fall complains of broken 'bones, 
| Pſal.$1.8. becauſe his ſin occaſioned and 
| . cauſed as much griet to him, as if all his 
bones had been tſhivered in pieces. And 
Solomon found his Vanity in the end of it, 
more bitter than death, Ecclel. 7.26. And 
Peter, when his Conſcience was touched ? 
with a faving remorſe tor his Sin, went out 
and wept bitterly, Mat.27. ult. So tor ZTu- 
miliation, a true Believer may undergq 


', . 


that work anew: We ee it in Jos, after 
| the ſinful diſtempers of his Spirit had 
broke looſe, he crieth out againſt himſelf, 


7 am vile, Chap. go. Ver.q. And inaſmuch 


as his Repentance and Humiliation wap "2 
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4s of abſolute neceſſity, &c, * 27, | 


: not. a!together 1o deep and through as ! 
rt BY ſhould have been, the Lordſpeaketh more * 
- | awakingly to him, until he cry out a fe- 
+ © conirime, I ab'or my ſelf, and repen: in 


-.. MW 4:7 and aſhes, Chap. 42 6. Andgtie ike 
we read concerning Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 
32.26. He humbled ! im'elf, ſor tle pride of 
lis heart; nor Lut that he had humbled 
himlſeit for that and other ſins manv a } 
time, and many-a day afore that time,tut 1 
then he renewed his Fumiliation betore } 


vid | 

5 i the Lord. anda further work of Conver- 
9 —h | DEI 

ind | 27 may be wrought upon the Behever, 


nigh reſpeRt of Separation from fin. and amend 
nd} #02»? of Life Thus alto with David, Plal. 
fir | £29 67 Reſore I was affligjed I went aſtray, 
And but now 1 i ave kept thy word : not but that: 
-hed he made Conſcience of his ways from 
+ out li his y outh up, but that atHictie 
774. 22 was a means to make him more cir= 


TRnce cumipe and ex2& in his walking tefore 
P Nags God. - So the Corinthians atter that hum= 


bing Providence about the Inceſtuous 
Perton, were much retormed, 2 Cor 7.11. | 
ach ao in reſpect of cloſing with Chriſt, # | 

J true Believer may fall. as jt were, under.2 : 
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ſecond Converlion : we therefore read, that | 
t/e Diſciples believed, Joh. 2.11, the Dil: 
| Ciples Lelieved betore, otherwiſe they had 
\ . Not been called Diſciples, but now they 
' renewed their cloſing with Chriit. So 
| that the Holy Spirit doth ſometimes. go 
| over the work of Converſion in all the 
ſteps of it, in the hearts of his Chil- 
+ 4 and that again and again; yea, 
and ſometimes he doth all this in a very 
eminent manner: . hi 

Provol. VI. 4 the true Converſron, there Wl fi 
#s a change, even of the wizole man, The I 1a 
fanRifying change wroughtin Converſion Il it 
mult be proportionab!e to the defilement Ill ſh 
of natural corruption. Now thats total, Il gr 
what the Prophet ſpeaketh, concerning I th 
that aldatbion and corruption of the Il de 
Jew:ſh ſtate, 1/az 1.6. From tie ſole of the  w 
| fo ev'n to He head tlere is no ſoundneſs Wb 1h 
"#1 it. but wounds, and bruiſes, and puirifying | th 
| ſores may truly and fitly be applied unto, I pl 
\ the corrupted eſtate of all men by nature. Il] te! 
his corruption of nature was Typified I T 
> under the Law by the ſpreading Leproſte 
4 I EL L2 Ti which covered all ti 
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skin of him that had the Plague, from his 
head even to his foot. Now the Plaiſter 
muſt be aniwerabie to the ſore ; therefore 
in2{much as rhe corruption of nature iS 
univerial, as to all parts and faculties ; fo 
muſt Repentance and converſion. be uni= 
verſal. Hence a true Convert 15 faid to 
be a new, and another creature, 2'Cor. 5. 
17. If any man be in Chrift By is a, new 
Creature : old things are paſſed away, be- 
hold all thinzs are become new. In conver- 
ſion, Heaven and Earth 15 new ; thats to 
ay, all isnew from the top to the bottoms 
it's ſach another change*as that, which 
ſhall paſs upon the World at the laſt and 
great day: indeed, then, the materials 
thall be rhe ſame, but there will be a won- 
dertul alteration as to qualities ; ſo it 1s 
when a Soul 15 converted. As it a man 
ſhould detace a deformed Picture, and in 
the room of it ſhould draw another com- 
pleat and Leautiful ; here the ſubje&t mat= 
ter 15 the ſame, only here's g new Image. 
Thus the holy Spirit draweth the bleſled 
Lines of the Image of God on #hat Soul, 


where once was the deformed an of 
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; 26 ' A found and through Converſion 
' Satan. Bur to evince the truth of this 


t 
Propoſition, by Induction of particulars; ſ © 
x. In Converſion, the !ead is made new AN ; 
_ convert hath a rezewed mind, Eh 4. | 


, 'Hence converſion is in the Seri tute] 5; 
es. ry Illumination, Heb 10-32. and. opens ( 
zng of the eyes ot the Soul, At 26 18. Eh. 
T. T8. - de God converts a Soul. he { 

 Tetsin a new, and a bleiled light into the 
Underſtanding, that the ſinner hath other f 
apprehenfions about God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven, and Sin, and Hell, and ſpiritual 
Objects, than once he had. Every con-| 
verted Sinner may ſay, as the man that * 
was born blind ſaid, after Teſus Chriſt had 
healed him, Job 9 25. One th ng I know 
that wherein I was born blind now I ſee. 
Some ' that are truly converted, cannot 
tell exactly the time, or the means, or 
manner of their Converſion >. YEt this 
they know, that now they lee {piritual 
dings with another kind of ſight and ap« 
prehenſion, than once they did. The 
truth 1s, that converſion doth begin here: 
As in thes firſt Creation God began with 
Lig, {o 18 thus {ccond and new veg 
I hay 
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the Lord begins'with effeQual Convidth 
on and Illuminarion. - 2. In Converfion, 

the heart is made new, Ezek. 36. 26. 4 
yew heart will I give. Converting Grace 
is promiſed to the Ele underthat expreſ- 
ſion. A mew heart 1s given to a man; 

when that heart which once was hard and 
ſen{eleſs, is become ſoft and tender; when 
av heart 0 f ſtone, is turned into an heart of 
fleſh; and when that heart which once 
was full of *nothing but Pride and Vanity 
is become hnmble and rheek. And when 
that heart which was fooliſh is become 
4piritually wiſe, Prov. 10. 8. The Heart 
is oft in Scripture, put for the Will ; be- 
cauſe it 15 the ſeat and ſubje@ thereof ; as 
the head is-of the Underſtanding. Now 
in Converſion, the will is wonderfully 
changed, Pſal. 110.3- 4 willing people in 
the day of thy power; when the day of 
Sud power doth paſs upon the Soul in 
converting Grace, the Will is captivated. 
The Will then refuſeth old ſinful Objects 
which once were delighted in ; and 1 IN- - 


ſtead thereofgchuſeth new and better 
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and rebellious, 15 now kecome pitable to | 
the will of God in every thing. You ſee 
It in Payl, when he was in the pangs of 
the new birth, 7 Lord, faith he, what wilt 
thou have me to do } A. 9.6. And this a- 
lone proveth the truth of the propoſition 
before us ; for a change of the heart or 
Will, inſers a change of the whole man ; 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe the will 1s the Em- 
preſs-and Commandrels of the Soul. Hence 
the.a of any iaculty or part* belonging 
to a man, 15 not to be accounted the att 
of the whole, except the will be invol- 
ved in it. 3- In Convertion, the affecti=» 
ons are renewed: A ſincere Convert doth 
not affet thoſe evils, which once he did 
| affect; and doth affect thoſe good things. 
I which once he did not affet : converting 
| Grace cauſeth a marvelous change upon 
the atiections ; e-g. If we ſpeak of Love 
and Hatred, when a ſinner is converted, ' 
| theſe affecLions are much altered and pla- 
| ced upon new- and other Objects: He: iſ 
| Joveth ſpiritual -good things in the chief 
| place; he loveth God and Ghrift above 
| ob anal 33-25+Lu#,14-26+ he way 
| * 
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Ordinances, Saints, Holineſs, as ſuch; 
which the Natural man doth not ; he ha« 
teth fin, and that univerſally, . P/al. 119. 
128. Prov.8. 13. he hath an heart after 
a=: God's, own heart, At.13.22.that is to fay he 
1m doth love the things which God doth 
love, and hates the things which God doth 
hate. - Again the ſincere Convert ' hath 
new joyes. and forrows in his Soul. As 
for the natural man, his chiet joy and de- 
light isin ſome carnal, worldly object, ei- 
ther in the Pleaſures, or Profits, or Ho- 
nours which the World affords : But as 
for the converted man, his chief delighr is 
n Spiritual Objedts; as in the favour: of 
od, and communion with him by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in the precious promiſes, Sc.: 
yea, he finds more ſweetneſs in one good 
look from, God in Chriſt, or in one Pro- 

iſe, than 1n all that the whole Earth carr 
qd, afford, Pfal.q 6. & 94.19s Fs, þ 

- 8 So tor Sorrow ; the greateſt ſorrows of 
- Þ natural man are upon the account of 
ome worlaly crofs or d:{fappointment :; 
ub the convert: d man 1s grieved moſt of 
il with the loſs of Gods favour, -—_ 
Mo and. '4 


a [© 's "4 found ad + vere C paduerfn on, 


ard with the diſhonour done to Gods || « 
name in the World, PFſal.119. 136, 158. asf n 
to inteleAual and rational ſorrow, Sin is the ÞÞ h 
matter of greateſt grief unto his Soul e- || r 
tpecially thoſe fins which before Conver- || d 
fon, were'the moſt delightful, after con- || v 
verſion are the greateſt bitterneſs of Soul. || G 
Again, where there 1s true Converfton, | 0: 
there are new hopes and fears ; his hopes || /- 
are placed chiefly upon eternal Objects, | I 
upon Chriſt, and Heaven, and Eternal || ſe 
Lite, Col.x.5,27, and the like may be faid || th 
concerning his Fear, it is not placed fo ff 44 
muoh upon temporal, as upon fpiricual Þ ur 
and-eternal - objects. I do bur touch at} 5 
things as we go along; but by this you'ſ w 
ſee, that converting Grace makes a won- | fo 
derful change upon the affeRions ; yea; by 
upon all the afettions, whether they te th 
. affetions of Union, or affedtions of Aver-| 9 
ſton. 4. In converſion, there are new: /10- 
thoughts put into the heart; and it there] a 1 
be areal and through change, in -reſpedt 
of the thoughts, it is a ſpecial evidence of 
true Converſion, Iſai. 55. 7. An uncon- 
-verted ſinner, or one that hath 'only a 
6g, common 


is of abſolite ntc'ity, &E, 3x 
common work of Gods Spirit upon him ? 
may ypo{libly make fome Conſcience of 


his Words and outward Actions ; but its 


rare ior juch an one to Jook narrowly and: 
d:l.gently_ to the inward thoughts and 
workings of his heart; but wiere the 
Goſpe! pre-aileth to a found Converſion 
of the Soul, i brings every tvoug!t into 


ſubjection to the Wik-of God, 2 Cor. 10.58 


Tre timcere Chnvert will not allow hium« 
ſelt ſo much as in vain and unprofitable 
thoughts, P/al.x19.t13. vain thoug'ts do T 
hate; much leſs in proud thoughts, or: 
unclean thoughts, or revengetul thoughts. 
5. In converion, there 15 4 great change: 
wrought, in re/pe:t of words : It is theres. 
fore tometimes expreiled in the Scripture, 
by- the C:rcumc:/ron of the lips And by 
that phraie, of a pure Language, 2. Cor. 3» 
9 Theſame man that beiore his Convers. 


fron, was, 1t may be, a Reviler ot-good men, 


a {coiter of godlineſs, a prophaneSwearer, 


ora vlthy {peaker ; aiter his converfion, 


you ſhall hear no more ſuch evil commus 


{ nicauon trom lim; but initead thereotzhe: 
{ will be ipeakingabout Chriſt,and Heaven, 
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32 A found and throurh Converſion 
and the eſtate of his own immortal Soul, 
and be full of gracious, edifying diſcourſe; 
ſuch a mighty change doth converting 
Grace work,” when 1t cometh in power. 
Ana certain it 1s, that except a mans lips 
and language be f{anctified, he is a ſtran- 
ger to ccnverſion, and to the' power of 
keligion or Chrittianity, Fam.1.26 Tf any 


man jeem to be Religious, and bridleth not. 


his tontue, he deceiveth his own heart, his 
Relizion is vain. Men may call rhem- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and yet have unbridled 
tongves ; and they may think to' be ſa« 
ved, becauſe of their Profetiion of Chri- 
ſtianity; but alas, they deceive themſelves, 
and all their pretences to Religion will 
prove a vain thing, 1t they have not a 
pure Language. 6. Where there 15 Con- 
verſion, there is new life aud converſation, 
Epheſ.4-22. Rom'6.4- He that is converted 
doth, as it were, turn overa new leaf,and: 
leads a new life, quite differing from what 


' 
o 


he formerly lived. And this i that which 
15 eſpecially ſignified by the word [ Con- 

verſion: Þ The word is a Metaphor taken 
from a mars, that 15S walking in a wrong 
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way 
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rong 
way 


| holy; he did walk in the broad way, he 


is py abſolute weckfh ty, &e? 30" 
way ; but 1t ever he would come to his 


journies end, he muſt turn quite about,and 


go in a contrary way to that, which at 
preſent he walketh in. Men by Sin turn: 
out of the right way ; ſinners are per- 
verters of their way, but by Repentance 
and Converſion they return and are 
brought back into the right way again, 
Jer. 3-21,22, The true Convert walketh 
in new wayes, and taketh new courſes : 
he did walk in the way of ſin, he 
doth walk in the way, which ; is called 


4k walk in the narrow way. 7. Where 
there is Converſion, there will Fr be a 
change in reſpeit of company : As a new 
Converſation, ſo a new Company to con- 
verſe withal, Prov. 13:20. We ſeea ſudderr 
and marvelous change, in this reſpe&, 
wrought in Paul at his firſt converſion, 
Af.g.26. before his Converſion, he de- 
lig TEE in the company of none but car- 
na Fews, but after his converſion, none ſo 
welcome to him as godly Chriſtians: thoſe | 
very perſons that before he did malign, 
and hate to the death , afterwards he ven- 
tured his life for their r fakes. A And i indeed 
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there is nothing that doth make a greater 
diſcovery of a mans ſpirit, than the com- 
pany which he doth frequent and delight 
in. A prophane ſpirited man, loveth pro- 
phane company, one that 1s not prophane 
and yet unconverted, only civil and out- 
wardly blameleſs in his converſation, de-- 
lights not in prophane company, nor yet 
in godly ſociety, only in ſuch as are in the 
fame ſtate and form with himſelf : But 
gracious Souls delight in ſuch as truly fear || | 
God ; yea, the more there is of God in || | 
any one, the more doth the true convert || ; 
delight in communion with him, P/al. | ; 
119.63: 1 am( though aKing ) a compani- | ; 
on of all them ( be they never ſo mean in || « 
this World ) that fear thee, and of them || |, 
that keep thy Precepts. By theſe things || q 
then ſee, that in converſion there 1s an | +; 
univerial change wrought upon the ſin- || ,, 
ner. - Thus much may ſuffice to be ſpo- || «; 
| Kenby-way of, Explication. The nature | 
{ of trueconverſion hath been opened unto | K 
| youin the Propoſitions cleared, whichare | £ 
Expreſſive. of the cauſes, parts, degrees, | }; 
 ſubjeof true converſion. _ SER 

). .Nc come now to demonſirate the POntyy ne 
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ou] tever go to even, And indeed all the 


is of abſolute neceſſity, &e. "© 55. © 
fe. That a ſound through converſion is of ab- 


ſolute neceſſity to the Souls entrance into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. And this 15 proved, 
rt. From plain teſt imony of Scripture The 
words of this Text (it there were no more) 
are a plain proof of this Doctrine, they 
ſtand like a Flaming-Sword, to keep all 
unconverted ſinners from any kopes of 
entring into Toft Paradiſe : - ſee ailo Fo 
3-3. Jeſus ſaid, Yerily. verily, 1 ſay unto 


thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 


ſee the Kingdom of God. Mark how eve- 


ry word is folemn and weighty, [7] ſay un- 


to thee, [7] that am truth it felt; [ 7] 


that never ſpake, nor can ſpeak an untrue 
or an idle unprofitable word [ 7] ſay 


#nto thee, and this with a verily; and that 


doubled,verily, verily except a man, thatis 
to ſay any man whatſoever he be high” or low, 
be he learned or unlearned. if he be a man,e%- 
cept he be born again, its not only true 
that he ſha not, bur that he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God : therefore alſo the Apo= 
{tle hath ſaid, that fleſh and blood cannot in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, x Cor. 155 50. 
Meer nature, or unſan&ified nature, can 


35 A ſound and through Converfion 
threatnings in the Word of God, are-evi- 
dences of this truth : the Law threatneth 
ſinners with moſt certain death, Ger.2.17. 
And the Goſpel denounceth no leſs than 
Frernal Damnation, againſt every Unbe- 
| Hever, Mark.16.15,16- Therefore without 
| - converſion, there can be no ſalvation. 
Argum. 2. Becauſe a natural unconverted 
man, hath no intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ; there Iſl , 
15 no Salvation to be expected, but by lf , 
Chriſt, A#.4.12. neither is there ſalvation ||| \ 
iu any other ; for there is none other name x 
under Heaven, whereby we muſt be ſaved. |; 
If ever a Man would get to Heaven, he 
mult be ſure to go in at the right door ; || 7; 
-now Chriſt 1s that door, Fohn 10.9. | x 
Chriſt - himſelf there faith, /'amf 4 
the door, by me if any man enter in, he ſhall 
be ſaved. And again, 1 am the way, the 
truth, and the life, Joh.14.6 Men may] 
-1magine there are divers wayes which leadſ qr 
.to heaven ; but. it will be found true, that], 
there 15, and alwayes was, but one way tof {+ 
heaven, and that is the way of Faith une an 
feigned in Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God] ;þ, 
Now as for a natural unconverted man, i 


_ : be hath no real jntereſt ja Chriſt ; he 15a] - 
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is of abſolute neceſſity, &c. 3g. © 


miſerable ſtranger to the life of Unionand 
communion with the Son of God : there- 
fore the Apoſtle, declaring what the .E- 
phefrans were by nature, ſaith, they were 


without Chriſt, Fpheſ.2.12. and the ſame 


Apoſtle faith to the Corinthians, If any man 
be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 2 Cor. 5« 
x7. They therefore that aye not become 


#ew creatures, but do remain {till in their 


old, natural, ſinful eſtate, are not in Chriſt, 
and therefore living and dying in their 
preſent ſtates, they ſhall not enter into rhe 
Kingdom of heaven. Ms 

 Argum. 3. Becauſe one fin, if loved and 
liv'd in,will certainly exclude the ſoul out of 
Heaven. This Texc doth plainly intimate 
that that one ſin of unmortified Pride, is 
enough to keep out of heaven. Thelike 
may be ſaid concerning any other ſin ; one 
wound may kill a man, as well as a hun- 
dred ;* one leak will as certainly ſink a 


.Veſlel to the bottom of the Sea as many .: 


{o one Luſt, if loved and lived in, will kilf .. 


and ſink « mans Soul tor ever: therefore 
4 the Scripture ſaith, Repent and turn from 


vl { 47 ] your Tranſgreſſions, 


ſo iniquity ſhall 
Dx. 
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at be your ruin, Ezek.18.30- Though a ſins 
ner thould turn from many Iniquities, if 
there be but one ſinleft kehind unturned 
trom, that one will prove the utter and 
' eternal ruin of his Soul. Flus 15 the uns» 
| doing miſery of many, that go far, and 
{ bid air for Heaven, that they leave one 
unmortified Juſt behind. which becometh 
their ruin at laſt. FJe'«. went far, but 
there was a Juſt of ambition left in him 
that was never ſubdued. Judas went far 
\ but there wasa luſt of covetouineſs never 
mortified in his heart. Herod went far, || t: 
_ anddid many things, but there was a Juſt hi 
ot uncleanneſs that he was never delive- | þ: 
red irom ; and by this means did theſe fi 
men all loſe their precious Souls. Know 2». 
therefore tor certain, that if there be but] hz 
one luſt loved and lived in, that will ex-Þ w 
clude out of Heaven. Though a mans} 
{in ſhould be as dear to hum as hrs right] »f 
Hand, or his right eye; if he do not tor-| nc 
lake it, he mult be caſt into Het-fire] do 
where the worm dieth not. and where the fir w] 
pever ſhall be quenched, Mark 9 47.48+ 

Having opened and proved .the Point 
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is of abſolute neceſſity, &c. 39 
- | we proceed, in the Lords fear, to make 
f | ſome Application of it. 
d Now by way of ſe, I. We may hence 
d i infer, That they that are truly and throughly 
i= | converted to'God in Chriſt, are in avery hap- 
d N py condition. Thereare two things here 
1e | that do ſhew the happineſs of ſfach Souls: 
th NW 1+ In that a Xingdom js theirs, they do en- 
ut. D ter-upon a Kingdom ; therefore ſincere 
m | Converts are called the children of the 
ar | Aingdom, Mat. 13.38. they are ſuch chil- 
/&r | dren as have a Kingdom for their inheri- 
ar, | tance. Amongſt men, a Kingdom 1s the 
uſt higheſt dignity ; ſo to ſhew the glorious 
ve-Þ| happineſs wherewith ſuch ſhall be digni- 
ele] fied, they are ſtiled Heirs of a Kingdom. 
ow 2- Another thing which ſets forth their | 
but} happineſs, is the quality of the Kingdom 
 ex-Þ which they ſhall poſleis, zts an heavenly - 
ans] Kingdom: The Text calls it, the Kingdom 
1ghth of Heaven, All earthly Kingdoms are as 
tor nothing, compared with this. This King- 
fire} dom of Heaven noteth three things; all + 
e firg which dv ſet forth the wonderful happi- 
neſs of truly converted ones. 1+ 1 noteth * 
int} a ſtate of ſaving ſanitifying Grace; olt-times | 
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in Scripture, the being brought out” of a 
ſtate of Nature into a ſtate: of Grace is 
called entring into the Kingdom, Col. rt. 13. 
Mat.21.13. For then men are delivered 
out of Satans, and are become Subjects of 
the Lords Kingdom. Now they that are 
brought into a ſtate of grace are happy 
indeed: for grace is Heaven begun; he that 
hath Grace, ſhall as certainly go to heaven, 
as if-he were there already; which may 
be one reaſon why this expreſſion, of the 
Kingdom of heaven, is put to ſignifie a 
tate of Grace. 2. It may note the glory 
and dominion which the Saints ſhall poſſeſs at 
the laſt arid great day, Luk.22.29,30. T af- 
point unto you a Kingdom ——Tou ſpall fat 
upon Thrones judging, &c. which evidently 
intimates, that at the Judgment-day the 
 .,oamts ſhall have a Kingdom. And no 
doubt this is a ſpecial thing aimed at in 
the Text, as will appear to: him that well 
conſiders the occaſion of theſe words: and 
cant; the Judgment ſhall be in this low- 
er viſible world-; yet this is fitly called 
the Xingdom of heaven, becauſe it will be a 
- Moſt heavenly diſpenſagi 
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the portion of converted ones. 


4k. } 
of the original of it, the God of heaven 
will ſet it. up. New. Fersſalem cometh 
down from God out of heaven, Rev-21.2. In 
a word, at the lait day, converted ones 
ſhall be ſo many heavenly Kings ; there» 
fore happy ate they. 3+ This expreſſion 
may note, that eternal bliſs which the Saints 
ſhall enjoy with ChriF in the higheſt heaven. 
Many times in theScripture, Heaven,and 
the Kingdom of Heaven,noteth thatlife of 


 #s of abſolute neceſſity, SC. 


glory which thefaints ſhal partake of with 


Chriſt in Heaven toall Eternity. And this 
alſo is intimated here in the Text, to be. 

And be- 
{ides theſe things which the Text expreſ- 

th, there are other things that manifeſt 
the happy eſtate of ſuch perſons. For 3dly 
They are the Ghildren of God. Chriſt pro- _ 
veth, that Peace-makers are bleſſed, be- 

cauſe they are the children. of God ; Mat. 
5.8. Now then are converted ones blef- 
led, for they are the Children of God ; - : 
therefore are they faid to bear his' Image, 
Col.3.10. even asa child bears the image ' 
of his Father. Hence, after the Prodigal * 
ST oc +36, 4 
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was converted, the Lord faith of him, 
This my Son was dead, but he is alive again, 
Luk.15,24. So then God then owneth 
him tor his Son. All the men and women 
in the World are divided into theſe two 
ranks, either they are the ch%dren of God, 

or elſe they are the Children of the Devil 

1 Joh.3-10. Natural men aredtill the De 
vils children, Scripture calls them ſo : But 
as for converted perſons, they are Gods 
Children, and therefore happy. 4. Al 
their fins are pardoned : Bleſſed is the man 
whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe ſin is 
covered : Bleſſed is the mar» unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity ; Plal. 32. 1, 2. 
Now this 15 true concerning all rk are 
indeed converted, Rom.8. 30. Whom he cal- 


led, them he jaffified. Where there is ef- 


fectual calling, or converſion, there 1s Ju- 


fins; - yea, though a man may have been 
guilty of never 4o many and great fins, 
yet it he truly repent of them, and turn 
trom them unto God in Chriſt, they ſhall 
\. all be pardoned, //az. 5 5+.7- We ſee it in 
' Paul, he was the chief of ſinners, yet he 
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{tification, which implieth the Rimiſſion of 
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found mercy, that is, pardoning mercy ( for 
by Mercy, forgiveneſs 15 manv times 
>th | meant in the Scripture ) upon his canver- 
en || fon to Chriſt, r Tim 1.14,15. And Mary 
wo | Mazdalene ( if ſhe were the perion 1po- 
od, | ken of, Luk 7.47. was a great ſinner, yet 
vil, | when ſhe truly repented, and turned to 
Je- || the Lord, her fins, which were pany, were 
Zut | forgiven: Yea more let me fay, though a 
ds | man had been the greateſt ſinner in the 
All | world, if he zruly and throughly convert 
zan | from the evil of his wayes, -and turn to 
' 7s | God in Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord will take 
the | him into his favour, and be as fully rer 
. 2. | conciled to him, as if he.had never com- 
are | mitted any ſuch fins : this we ſee allo in 
al- | Paul and Peter, though both of them had 
ef- | tranſgreiled heinouſly (as before was ſaid) 
Ju- | yet when they converted, God: took them 
7 of || into his favour ; and to ſhew that he was 
zen | fully reconciled towards them, he em- | 
nS, | ployed rhem in his ſervice, and made them F 
arn | inſtrumental in the converſion of many a K 
1all | Soul. £ = 
in| Uſe II. We may likewiſe ſee by this, the 
he | woful miſery of all thoſe that remain in an 
| Ute - 


n_nt -- + $0 a, | Gwen ELIT. OIS. _— 


F A4 A:found and through E onverfi 0 


unconverted eſtate. But every one will be 
ready to fay, Unconverted perſons are mi- 
ſerable indeed, as being ſuch as ſhall be 
excluded out of Heaven. But aro we not 
all converted ? are we not all Chriſtians ? A- 
las Friends, deceive not your own Souls, 
I do beſeech you : But therefore know, 
xr.' They that remain ignorant in ſpiritual 
things are unconverted, 1 Cor.2.14. The na- 
tural man recetveth not the things of the ſpt- 
rit, neither can he. know them, becauſe they 


are ſpiritually diſcerned: So that they 


that are unacquainted with the things of 


the ſpirit, are in their natural eſtate till. 
What ſhall we think of thoſe then, that 
mock and deride at the workings of Gods 
Spirit upon the Soul in its firſt, or in after 
Converſion ? And what ſhall we fay of 

thoſe that remain ignorant in Fundamen- 
_ ral Pointsin Religion ? Some, though they 


live under Goſpel-Light, yet are ſo, if they | 
be examined about the great matters of. 


Religion, eſpecially about Chriſt, they be- 


wray lamentable ignorance. Certainly if 


ye are not turned. from darkneſs to light, 
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be | the Soul be without knowledge, it. 15 not 
ni- | good, Prov.19.2. Its not poſhible for the 
be || Sou! to be entred into the Kingdom of 
ot | Heaven, and yet to live in darkneſs and 
A- | ignorance ſtill. 2. They that are prophane 
als, | ezther in heart or life, are unconverted. E- 
WW, | ſax was a Type of all natural irregenerate 
ual Þ men ; and heis called a prophane perſon, 
#a- | Heb. 12.16. Alas, how many ſuch are there 
/pi- | whoſe hearts flight and deſpiſe ſpiritual 
hey || bleſſings, even as prophane Eſau did? Oh 
ey || the ſecret prophaneneſs & Atheiſm ofthe 
s of | hearts of men and women { Whence 15 it 
Ll. } that many live in a careleſs negle& of 
hat | God, and of the things of God, and of 
ods || their own Salvation by Chriſt, but from 
ter || the Prophaneneſs and Atheiſm of their 
" of | hearts ? Pſal. r4.1,2. So as for all thoſe 
en- || that live in any ſcandalous 4ins againſt the 
ney || firſt or ſecond Table of the Law,-it iS cer- 
| tain that they arenot converted. Hence the 
Apoſtleſpeaketh as you find, 1 Pet.33,4. the 
time paſt of our lives may ſuffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we wal- 
', | kedin laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, re- 
wellings, banquetings, & abominable Jdolaters 
nm  pereiy | 
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wherein they think it flrange 'that you run not 
with them to the ſame exceſs of riot. So that 
when they were converted, they quite 
left off their prophane courſes that once 
they had lived in- All you therefore that 

are Drunkards, or Laſcivious perfons, or 
that follow any other prophane courſes, 
except you be converted, you ſhall noten- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 3.They 
that have nothing beyond civility and 
morality, are 1n an unconverted eſtate. 
There is a generation riſen up of late, who 
give out, as if ſaving Grace and Morality 
were the ſame. But wo to that mans ſoul 
that ſhall either ſay or think ſo : certain- 
Iy, there is a difference between a meer 
moral man, and a true Chriſtian. Many 


Heathens have excelled as to moral Endow-. 


ments. Nay, the Apoſtate Infidel Fulzan 
the Emperour, yetas to moral Accomplijh- 
ments, was 4 rarely qualified perſon ; But 
ſhall we fay, that that Enemy 'of Chriſt 
had Gracein his Soul ? Its trae, that Mo- 
_ rality is good and lovely ; yea, and fuch 
perſons are nearer to-converſion than pro- 
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vliane ones are, Mar.12-34- yet this may the 
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be without Grace. The young man in the 
Goſpel was a very civil moral man, but he 
lacked ſaving Grace for all that, Zak. 18: 
21,22. The Phariſee was no Extortioner, 
jor Unjuſt,uor an Adulterer,nor like the Pub= 
lican ; and yet tor all that, in his natural, 
unconverted eſtate, Luk. 18. 11. Paul be- 
fore his conver/ron, was touching the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law blameleſs, Phul.3.6. They 
therefore that bleſs themſelves in their 
condition, only becauſe none can fay to 
them, that black is their eye, or charge 
them with any ſcandalous miſcarriages in 
their lives, are in an unconverted .eſtate. 
4. So likewiſe are they all whoſe » Religion ts 
nothing elſe but Education. Alas, there are 
many thataredeceived with this ; all their 


- FReligion is the meer impreſſion of a godly 


Education, without any, ſpecial work of 
the holy Spiritupon their Souls. Not but 
that a Religious Education 1s a great mer- 


1ſt |cy, yea, and to many of the Elect it 15 the 
Mo-|great means of their converſion. But 


uch 
pro- 
may 


be 


when Education alone 15s reſted in, with- 
out experience of a regenerating work of 
the Spirit, then a man's.cale 1$1ad, There 


\ 
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are, that becauſe they were born of chri= 
tian Parents, and baptized, and when 
grown up, profeſs the Chriſtian Religion 
which they have been educated in, there- 
fore they think that they need no other 
converſion. Like that Prelate,who when 
one was convented before him for going: 
to hear our. of his Pariſh Church; the man 
alledging, that the reaſon why he did it, 
was, becauſe the Miniſter whom he went 
to hear, was the.inſtrument of. his conyer- 
ſion, and therefore he could not but love 
to hear him Preach. ow ( faid the Pre- 
late) Converted by him ! Wert. thou a Few, 
er waſt thou a Turk, that thou ſhouldſt talk 
* of *Conver/ron ? Art thou born. an Engliſh- 
man, and a Chriſtian, and doſt thou ſpeak. of 
Converſion? Thus, I fay, many Chriſtians 
are like Nicodemys, who thought that the 
Doctrine of Converſion among(t the Jews 
that were by Education and Profeſſion the 
People of God, wasa ſtrange DoQrine, 
Foh.3.5,6,79. There are many Chriſtians 
that have no Religion or Converſion, but 
fuch, as if they had been brought up. a- 
'mongſt Fews, they would haye been Fenn 
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if amongſt Mahomotans, or» Pap ts, they 
would have been ſo too ; only through 
the eficacy of Education, in conjunction - 
with natural Devotion; they make ſome 
ſhew of Chriftianity, without ever expe- 
riencing the ſaving operations of the holy 
Spirit in their hearts, whereas he that is 
converted indeed 15 born of the ſpirit, John 
Laſtly, They all, whoſe Religion is, int 
being, of this or that perſwaſion, are nanun=: 
' converted eſtate. True it 1s, that Men 
mult be of a right perſwaſton and beliet 
in the Fundamental Points of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, or they cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of heaven. But though Ortho= 
doxy in reſpe& of Judgment, be neceilary; 
yet 1t 15 not ſufficient unto Salvation: Ne- 
yertheleſs, there are tome Chriſtians, that 
if we take from them this or that particu- 
lir Opinion 1n fome leiler points, all their 
Religion 15 gone. This 15 fad ; what faithe 
the Scripture? Gal.6.15. In Chriſt Teſus 
utither Circumciſion availeth any thing, uor 
PUncircumcifion, but a new creature * So that. 


Jeng a man may be of that Party or Perſwaſ1o# 
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which are for Circumciſion, or of that 
Party or Perſwaſton that are againſt Cir- 
cumciſion, and yet not be a new creature. 
It therefore all a mans Religion licth in 
this, that he 1s for or againſt Circumciſi- 
ON, the caſe is fad with him : for he is no 
new creature; no true Convert. Some 
there are, that their Souls are undone 
with the Monopoly of an Opinion, their Re- 
[igion is all in parties. And Oh that there 
were not need to ſpeak of this among(t 
us alſo! Some, if they be of tie Anaba- 
ptiſt Perſwaſion, here's all their Religion ; 
ond, it they be Independents ( as the 
World {ſpeaks ) here's all their Religion ; 
others, if they be againſt this or that Su- 
Per ſtition, here's all their Religion. Alas, 
alas ! Converſion doth not contiſt in theſe 
matters only ; if therefore theſe things be 
the main of ones Religion, that's a ſure 


fign, that his converſion was ſlight and 0+ 


verly, and that he hath not attained to 
that ſound and throuzh converſion, which 
the Text and DoQrine ſpeaketh of. 

Now then we come a. little to ſpread 


* before you the wotul miſery of all fuck 
un- 


ACS 


7s of abſolute nectſſity, &c. I 
unconverted Souls.Know then, r. That as 
long as thou art unconverted, all the fans that 


> | ever thou didſt commit in tly life, remain 
T | #1-pirdoned. Hence is ar Mark 4. 12. 
# Leſt at any time they ſhould be converted, | 
at and their #1 ms forgiven them. So that {1ns 1 
2 arc not forgiven, except there be conver- 


ſion - theretore t thy Souls in a miſerable 
caſe; for any one of thy ſins, though it 
were the leaſt ſin that ever thou didſt 
commit in thy life, yet if it remain uri 
pardoned, the guilt of it is enough to ſink 
thy ſoul down into the bottomleſs Pit-- 
What then 15 like to become of thee, ſince 
all thy fins, thy numberleſs ſins; thy great 
ſins, ly in bank againſt, thy Soul; not {o 
much as one of them forgiven? 2. A 
unconverted ſinner hath no Friend : he hath 
no Friend in Heaven ; God, in whoſe ta- 
vour 15 lite, 15 an Enemy to fuch a ſinner ; 
| Natural Men are called the Eremies of God, 
| - Rom. 5. Io. Col, x. 21, Oh, to be out of 
NC Gods favour, that's miſery indeed. Hence 
q Cain cried and roared at the doleful a 
fuch prehenſion of his wretchedneſs, when he 
ia law himſelf caſt out of Gods favour : = 


ok 
RA: 
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faith he, my puniſhment is greater than I || 1 
can bear, for I muſt be hid from the face of || 
God. This is thy very doom, that art in || | 
thy natural, unconverted eſtate. And in || * 
as much as God is thy Enemy, all crea- þ t 
tures in Heaven and on Earth are fo too, || 1 
Hoſe218. yea, there 15 a ſecret curſe upon |} 2 
all thy enjoyments. For, 3. Thou doſt no-Iþ 4 
thing clſe but frm againff God : An uncon-þ " 
verted ſinner never thought one good 2 
thought, nor ſpake one good word, nor iÞ Þ: 
dd one good action before God in all- his 
life : his civil a&tions are ſins, Prove2 1.2/4 
The ploughing of the wicked is fin : So his 
natural Actions, his eating and drinking, 
©c. isſin : nay, his Religious aQions are 
1ins, his praying, and hearing, and faſting, 
and reading, all are ſomany 1intul abomi- 
' nations in rhe Lords ſight, Prov. 15+ 9. © 
28.9. Pſal.t09.7. A natural man may dof v 
and ſpeak, and think many things, whiglf| 

- for the matter of them are good ; but af 
done by ſuch a perſon as is out of Chriſſ 1! 

they are not good, butevil in the fight of YO 

God.. Certainly, this would be an awaj YO 
kening, conſideration, if ſinners would think Vu 
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fadly of it ; canſt thou make light of this _ 
that look how many ' aRions there have 
been.done. by thee in all chy life time,how 
many words thou haſt ſpoken, how many 
thoughts have been in thy heart, ſo many 
ſins art thou guilty of, and muſt one day 
anſwer for them all! Laſtly, Thou art 
a ſtate of death aud condemnation. A naru- 
ral man 7s dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Ephe 
2.1. A poor ſinner hath all the miſerable 
properties of a dead man belonging to 
lum. AS now a dead man cannot ſtir or 
g0, ſoit iS with a finner, he cannot walk 
in the waysof God; one that's dead can- 
not hear, ſo a ſinner is deaf to all the calls 
of Heaven. The Lord giveth many a 
loud knock and call, yet the ſinner heareth 
nothing ; the reaſon 1s, becauſe he is dead. 
I Again, a dead man cannot ſpeak ; ſo it 1s 
with a ſinner, he hath no ability for ſpi- 
ww diſcourſe : This 1s the reafon why 
{ 1ome of you live in the neglect of Prayer. 
Hriff The Word hath told you many time, that 
ht of you mult pray in your Families, and in | 
" awal your Cloſets too, and you go with con- 
chial Viaced Confciences that this is your duty, | 
fadly ©. E 3 -. and | 
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and yet you .do it not; Why ? you fay 
you cannot : I would pray in my Family, 
bur I cannot, Alas poor. creature, | be- 
lieve thee; for thou art dead in ſins, and 
how ſhould. a dead creature ſpeak - unto 
God in Prayer ? Yea, and an unconverted 
ſinner is not only under ſpiritual Death 
| for the preſent, but he remains under a 
| tad Sentence of eternal Death, Foh. 3. 18. 
He that believeth not ts andinued S. eady: 

Its not only true, that he ſhall be con- 
demned hereafter, but he 1s fo already. 


The Semence of death is already pronoun. 
ced againſt him, and {hall as certainiy oe; 
executed upon him, if he turm not, aS 1t.1t 
were already done. Ohconſider and fem», 
ble at it, Al: you that live .in ſin. I muſþ' 
tell you, for I ſhould not be able to hold 
up my head-before the Son, of God ano-. 


ther day, if I ſhould forkear to ze/ you the 
truth ; and therefore I te you plainly and, 


truly If any perſon amongſt you, man” 


or woman, be they high.or low, rich on 
- Poor, ſhall not turn from {in, yea, and 
| from all fin, Eternal death ſhall as certain- 
| Iy-be your portion, as uf you) WEIC already 
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Zſe II. Let ſuch a folemn Truth as 


this, put* us upon ſerious and impartial 


Examination about this point, whether we 
be indeed converted or no. Sure 1t 1s no 
wiſdom for us tolet a matter-of ſuch mo- 
ment ly at uncertainties ; yet ſuch mad- 
neſS is in the hearts of many of the Sons 
of men, that they go on carele{ly, al- 
though if they ſhould die in their preſent 
condition, they know not whither their 
Souls muſt for Heaven, or for Hell, as not _ 
minding whether they be in a converted, 
or an unconverted eſtate. But Oh, put 
this matter to the trial, and come to ſome 
certainty about your ſpiritual and eternal] 
ſtates. 

You'll ſay, But how ſhall we know whe- 
ther we be converted or no ? 


Anſ. 1. Try by that Charadter which 


| the Text doth afford ; viz. That convert-= 
.£d perſons become as [zitle Children. Look, 


aS little Children are come into a World, 
where they never were afore; fo tis in | 
Converſion, the Soul begins the World 

anew, as 1t were, and the ſinner leads a new 
lite which” before he was not acquainted | 
— <6 with } 


wow # I, 3 —_ -. 
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with. Hence 1s that Expreſſion, Rom.6.4 * 
Walk in newneſs of life. Particultrly,there 
are divers properties in little Children, 
which {forth a converted perſcn : e.g. 
I.» Z{umbleneſs of mind: A Child hath 
no ambitious high deſigns in his heart,on- 
Iv minds letler matters. Hence Davie 
faith, P/al.131.1,2. Lord my heart is not 
haug! ity nor mine eyes lofty, neither do I ex- 
erciſe my felf in great matters, or in things -F 
. Zoo hirh for me : Surely I have behaved my. 
elf as a child that is wearied, my ſoul 1s as 
| "aweaned Ciild. David was acculed, as if 
| He had had ambitious aſpirings aſter SauPs 
{ Kingdom; But, faith he, I amas free from 
thoſe Impurations as 2 Child that is buta 
weanling, who hath no fuch afſpirings in 
his thoughts. Now this humblenels of Þ| it 
mind, is a ſpecial thing intended in the || | 
Text by converſion. Unmortified Pride | tt 
152 ſoul-damning fin : yet there 15 no ſin, 
more natural, or more hard to ſubdue || E 
than Pride ; ts the firſt that liveth, and | c 
the laſt that dieth. Hence the work of | 
- converſion is well expreſſed in the Text, 


| i” the mortification of that one luſt, 


And] 


6.4 
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And oft in the Scripture, a natural man & 
proud man are the fame, Mal. 4. 1.and a 
converted man, and an humble man arc 
4)ſo the ſame, Fam.4.6. Luk. 18.14. He 
that humbles himſelf ſhall be exalted. That 
humbling noteth Converſion. 

2+ A Child is teachablc and traitable: A 
Child is far more eafi'y brought under 
Diſcipline, than an elder perſon that was 


never uſed to it. 'Thus it is with a Convert: 


He is become marvellous teachable, ready 
to be led with the Word and Spirit of God: 
It is faid of ſuch, 7ſaz.11: 6. A Httle child 


fhall lead them. Now then conftder, will 


the leaſt Word of God aw you, and lead 
you this way or that way ? "Though the 
Inſtrument be never ſo contemptible, yet 
if he bring Scripture along with him, doth 


Þ the Authority of that carry you before it, 


this 15 a good Sign. 

3. Children are apt to forget wrongs: 
Hence 1s that, x Cor.1 4-20. i malice be ye | 
Ebildren, You often obſerve that Chil- 
dren, though they fall out never fo, yet ir 


2 little time all will be forgotten, and they 


will become as good friends as eveyttf 
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were. Truly, he that cannot forgive 
wrongs, hath no Grace in h1s heart ; ſo 
if a man hath a forgzving ſpirzt, its a good 
ſign ; yea, if a man doth. freely forgive 
thoſe that wrong him, and 1f he doth it 
out of conſcience to the holy Command- 
ment of God, and out of a ſence of the 
Grace of God towards him, in pardoning 
of his many fins, it 15 one of the cleareſt 
Evidences of a true Child of God that can 
be given. This hath Chriſt taught us, 


Mat.6.1 4,15. For zf you forgive men their | 


| treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo for- 
give you : But if you forgive them not their 
| freſpaſſes, neither will your heavenly Father 
| forgive you your treſpaſſes. So that you ſee 
| 1t holds true both in the Aftirmative,and 
in the Negative, That a 'forg/vmg ſpirit 1S 
an evidence of a true child of God ; and 
the want of this, an evidence of the con- 
trary. But beſides theſe Characters which 
the Text doth afford, ſome other things 
may ke mentioned as marks of 7rial here. 
'Theretore. 

2. Try this matter by the greatneſs of this 
as which is wrought in Converſton- Y ou 


heard 


| there 1S a// goodnels : 


's new and quite contrary qualities wrought 


is We ai ſolute nece ceſſr ity Tec. 59 


heard in opening the point, how conver- 
fron doth imply an univerſal change - Is 
it ſo with you? have you new heads,new 
hearts, new woras, new thougats, new 
lves and all? . Moreover, the change 
wrought in conver/109 1S univerſal, In re- 
ſpe& of entire obedience unto all Divine 
commands, and an utter foriaking of every 
talſe way. Therefore it 15 faid, the fruit 
of the [pirit is in | All ] goodneſs, &c. Epi. 

. Where the ſpirit hath wrought grace 
Such a Soul doth 
practiſe aZ duties, and foriake a/ tins. It. 
is indeed rhe oreateſ os that men are 
ſubject to. It is a marvelous change which 
ec brings along with it ; hence Fob 
calls his death his change : It is ſo ty way 


of eminency ;Fob 14. 14. But Converſion 


brings aZreater change with it : For at 
death the change 1s only; in reſpect of place 
and degree, &c. Burt in Conver/ton there's 
a change wrought in reſpeC of ſtate and. 


kind, Eph.5.8. 'T e were ſometimes darkneſs, 


but Now are light in the Lord, There are 


n ite Soul, lo ay the fnner Conveyted 


differs as much from the ſinner Uncon- 
verted, as light difters from darkneſs. For, 
3. If a mgn be converted, then his nature 

5 cranged; therefore ſuch are ſaid to pars 
tare of the d;vine nature, 2-Pet. 1. 4. Such 
an one doth not only new acts, but there 
IS in him a new-nature, from whence theſe 
atts do-proceed. He hath not only new 
practiſes, buta new Principle. Henoe it 1$ 
in ſome ſort aunatural tor a converted man 
- to Sin, that 1s, 1o tar forth as he is Regene- 
rate, x Joh.3.9. Whoeſoever is born of God doth 
not comm4t fin, for his ſeed remaineth in him; 
and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God 
Andit is natural unto him todo good and 
to endeavour to pleaſe God. Hence Paul 


F fate, Chap. 2. v..20» This was, *becauſe 
| Timothy was a'converted gracious man, and 
ſo a new nature was conterred upon him. 
Had itnot been for converting Grace, ſuch 
a care as that was, had never been natural 
' 4: Tou may try whether you are converted, 


the 
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faith ro the Phzlippians concerning 7mo-. 
ty, that he did naturally care for their e- 


& that ſpiritual Combat which is peculiar to 


| of fire, leſt haply their fingers houl be ww 


is of abſolute neceſſity, &es G1 


the Regenerate. Tt is with a Child of Gods 


as it was with Rebecca, in whom there was 

a Jacob and an Eſau; or as it was with 

the houſe of Abrabam. where there was 

an Haac and an {/hmael : So it s with the 
heart of a Chriſtian, there is a regenerate 
and un-regenerate part conflicting and 

combating, the one againſt the other, Gal. 

4.17. Now if there be Spirit luſting a= 
gainſt the Fleſh, that is a ſure ſign that 
there 15Spirit ; only there 15 a dangerous 
de!uffon here, which many deceive them- 
ſelves with ; they take the ReluQtancy of - 
2 natural enli ghtned Conſcience a 
din, to be the - cg Combar, which is 
peculiar to the Regenerate, bur theſe dif- 
ter much. AS to the ground of the oppo- 
ſition, there is a difference, the ore oppo=- 
ſeth Sin, becavſe of the vileneſs and filthis 
neſs of its nature ; the other only, or chief= 
ly tor fear of puniſhment. It may be 1'- 

luſtrated by this familiar Compariſon * 
Some men are loth to meddlg: with coals 
of fire, becauſe of filth which is about 
them : ; others never ſtick at it,only becauſe 
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burnt, they are Iloth to meddle: So it 1s 
here, a Natural man would never fall out 
with fin, becauſe of the filth of it, only 
there's fire | in ſin, which would hirn his 
Conſcience, if he ſhould meddle with it, 
and therefore he forbears ſome ads of ſin; 
but the ſincere Convert -is ated from ano- 
ther Pri»ciple. There1s alſo a difference 
as tothe evils oppoſed; for when the con- 
flict is only from an enlightned Conlſci- 
ence, the evils oppoſed are wont to be 
- more groſs and vile ; but in the ſpirittal 
combat, ſeemingly little Sins are mourn- 
ed under, evenvain thoughts are a weari- 
fome barthen. In the one, only ſome ſins 
are oppoſed ; in the other, all ſin. So 
Iikewtſe there 3 1s wont to be a difference, 
in reſpeRot the continuance of the oppo- 
ſition : that which proceeds only from an 
enlightned conſcience 15 wont to Fe but 
now and then, perhaps when ſome groſs 


62 


{in hath keen commuted, or the like; but 


the ſpiritual Eombar 1s conſtant, and with- 
our intermiſſion- . 
©feIV, Let it be a word of Exhorta- 
; tion; Oh convert your ſelves | fo God in-Chriſt. 


_Con-] 
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Conſider therefore the happy condition of 
all converted ones ; of this yot heard in 
the firſt 7/e. Conſider the miſery of the 
Ze unconverted : of this you heard in the {e- 
. cond Z/ſe. Conftiaer allo the abſolute ne- 


It ; | | 
- ? Eceſlity of this converſion ; you [ Muſt } 
ny þ þ - ! A 7 5 : 2 { s 
10. £$'e vorn again, Jon.3.7- Ineres a maſt fol 


it ; You 74ſt be {o, or elſe be ſhut out of 
Heaven to all Eternity ?. of this you heard 
in the demonſtration of the point which 
hath been zn/i/ted on. 

A word or two more let me fay, 1. Re- 
member that you are in continuab danger of 
ruin, as long as you remain unconverted. It is 
a dangerous thing for any man to defer 
17s Conver/ton one day, or but one hour. I 
have ſometimes put you in mind of an 
xpreſſion of Mr. Bolton's, who faid, He , 
would ot be in the condition of an unconvert=. * 
d man one hour, thourh he might have all 
he World for it, left haply death ſhoald 
ome upon him in that hour, and ſo Repen- 
ance be too late. Oh methinks, I would 
ot be in my Natural, unconverted eſtate 
WAN One moment, though I might have: 
en thouſand Worlgs Jor it, lett Deatlhi 
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ſnould ſeize upon me in a moment, ang 
ſo my immortal Soul ke loſt. Think ſadly 
of it, you that know not what the new 
Birth meaneth - if Death ſhould find thee 
in thy prefent condition, it had been bet- 


ter for thee never to have been born ; bert- | 


ter for you never to have been born, than 
not to be zew horn ; yea, it had been better 
for thee to have been a Dog, or a Toad,or 
a Serpent, or the vileſt Creature in the 
World, than tody in a natural, unconvert- 
ed eſtate : for theſe doleful Creatures when 
they die, fee an end of their miſery ; but 
when thou dieſt, thy miſery begins ; when 
once thy immortal Soul is out of thy Bo- 
dy, thy endleſs and eaſeleſs woes will come 
- upont thee, without any hope of remedy, 
2+ One word more I mult needs fay unto 
you ; and therefore be it known unto you, 
that if any of you will venture on {ſtill in 
your treſpalles, ſo as to dy in your fins, your 
blood ſhall be upon your own heads." I Re 
- member what the Lord ſaid to his Pro- 
phet, Ezek.3.17,18,19. Son of man, I have 
made thee a Watchman unto the houſe of 1f- 
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th 
rael, therefore hear the word at my mouth,| @- 


_. is bf abſolute neceſſity, &c.- 6% 
4 | aid gzve themwarning from me : When Tſay 
ly || unto the wicked thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou 
w || g7veſt him not warning. nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
ee | the wicked from his wicked way. to ſave his 
t- | life, the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his ini- 
| quity, - but his blood will I require at thine 
an | hand : yet if thou warn the wicked and he ' 
er | t4r1 not from: his wickedneſs, nor from his 
or | wicked way, he fhall die in his tniquity, buf 
he || thou. haſt del:vered thy ſoul. Now then 
rt- | tet-me deliver my Soul this day ; Behold 
en | I do herein the Name of the Lordfolemns 
ut Þ ly and earneſtly warn every ſinner a- 
en mong(t you, that :You make haſte to rurn 
30- || unto God ini Jeſus Chriſt ; and I declare 


me | toyou, that if yoy do it*not, you ſhall -? 


dy. not enter into the Kingdom of Heavert. 
to God before whom I ſtand, -and holy An» 
ou, | gels that are here preſent, and all this Af 


in ſembly, ſhall bear me witneſs ar the laft 43 
our | day, that warning was given to you:Now :,5 


Ref if you will not take the warning, at your 
ro-J peril be it. Andi have repyang in my 
ave} own foul, that this is not the firit . time 
1 that I have given you warning, but many 


th @ time, yea, without ceaſing, tor the pos 
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held me amongſt you, you have been told 
of theſe things. Now I call Heaven and 
Earth to record this day, that I have ſet. 
before you Life and Death ; therefore 
chuſe Life, elſe your blood wif}. be upon your 
own head's. | 
 Ohjeft. But ſome will ſay, We cannot 
convert our ſelves: . 
Anſ. Yet obſerve theſe twoRules: 
. I. Put away all vain thoughts of being, 
#2 a good effate already. Many might 
+ have been converted, if they had not ta- 
| - ken up with a falſe and groundleſs pers» 
| fwaſion of their being in. a good and con- 
|  verted eſtate already : 'This was the run 
of the Jews and Phariſees eſpecially, Foh. 
9:2, ut, Remember that conviRion of mi- 
| dery, 65 the firſt ſtep towards - Converſion. 
t Weſee it in the Prodigal, Lak. 15. 17. he 
| eried out, / periſh; Thou mult fee that 


mon. 
2. Goto God for converting Grace, lay as 
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66 A ſound and through Converſion, 
| of theſe ten years, that the Lord hath up» 


thou haſt a periſhing, d Ying, damning Soul, 
» and thenthere's hopes of a right Conver-| 


S: 


> Ephraimdid, Jer.31.18. Turn thou me and 1]. 
* NS ” 7 


75 of abſolute neceſſity, &c. 65 

* | ſha! be turned: And go and pray, as for 
4 thy life and foul, which lies at ſtake until 
4 || the Lord convert thee. Suppoſe thou 
Tt || wert condemned to die a natural death ;' 
© | if the Judge ſhould tell thee, if thow 
« | would pray and beg hard for thy life,thoy 
ſhouldſt have it: Oh how wouldft thow 

or }| pierce the Heavens with thy cries: So it 
| 15 here, thou art condemned to die an e- 
. | verlaſting death ; nevertheleſs, the Lord 
”g, | faith, if thou wilt pray and ſeek to him 
ht I for life, the Sentence may yet be reverſe. 
ta* Þ Therefore do thus before thy Decree 
ere | bring forth, Seek ye the Lord while he wy 
n- be found, and call upont him while he is neaf«. | 
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on. | 8reons of race ( opectlythe preſent Je? 
he ſon ) are carefully to be improve aid | 
hatl - redeemed. LED 

out, I 
_ Col: 4.5. Redeeming the time, þ 


Apoſtle P aul in his Epiſtles, | 15, firſt b 


Þ” 6a age 


| 68 
to diſcourſe Dodtrinally, and then PraCtiz 


_ Coloſſians. 
. Doctripal, and- the two laſt are Practical. 


yer # v any are + fnbly. 


cally ; and fo he doth in this Epiſtle to the 
The two firſt Chapters are 


This Chapter then doth contain matter 
of Exhortation unto duty : x. We have a 


ſpecial Oeconomical Precept, even arule con- 


cerning Houthold-Government, ( which 
in the tormer Chapter the Apoſtle had 
been ſpeaking of, ver.x. 2. Helays down 
ſundry general Moral Precepts which con- 
cern Chriſtians, in whatever ſtate or rela- 


{ tion they may ſtand in- 


And here = Anoſtledoth Gia, rt. L0 


the praGice of that oreat duty of prayer,. 


ver. and in ſpecial that they would pray 
for him, Ver.J34» YN. He exhorts unto 
Chriſtian” Wiſdom. And this is the ſcope 
of this verſe, in which we have three things 
\xX. The duty exhorted unto, namely, wile 
walking, Walk in Wiſdom, that 15, .caute- 
Jouſly and circumſpeRly, as it 15 expreſſed 
by the lame Apoſtle, writing tothe Ephe- 
| fans, ch.5.v.16. 2. We have the objedt 
of this dury; towards them that are without, 


that is Inkdels, Who are out of the 
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to be improved and redeemed 6g 
Pale of the viſible Church. The Church 
1s compared to an Houfe, hence they that 
are of the Church, are faid to *be withis, 
that 1s, within doors, in reſpet of that 
facred Houſe of the Church; and they 
that do notbelong to the viſible Church, 

are deſcribed to be without, that 15, they 
are not admitted within doors, but Are 
"—_ out of the Temple. 

, Here iS that which 1s the ſpecial 
Ws and evidence of this wiſdom, name= 
ly, fo redeem the time, which are the 
words, that by Gods help, we are to 
ſpeak of. 

T ime is ſometimes taken, for ſpace of 
time. Sometimes it is taken for opportu- 


wity of time ; it iS the ſame with Seaſor. 


It may be taken both wa ves here, and e- 
ſpecially in the latter ſenſe ; for the Greek 
word 1S not y2:v9%, the uſua) word for time, 
but xa120s, which ſignifieth Seaſon or Op- 

The Dotrine which the 
words doafiord unto, is this, 

"That it is a great part of C {riſtian W if 
dom, timely to improve qprn'n I 
and S eaſons of Grace. 
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To Seaſons of Grace are timely 


Intending to diſpatch the point at this 

time, we ſhall in the DoRrinal profecuti- 
on of it, only ſpeak to twe things. 

TL What thoſe ſeaſons are which ought to 
be improved. 2. What is implied 1n re: 
deeming ſeaſons of Grace; or when a man 
may ke faid to redeem the time: 
- Q. What arethoſe ſeaſons which ought a 
be improved ? 

 Anſw, x.: 4 mans life time in this world 
IS to be improved: Thus Chriſt hath 
taught us by his own unerring Example, 
Foh.9.4+ F muſk work while it is day, the 
night cometh when no man canwork. A mans 
lite is but a ſeaſon, evena day which ſhall 
have a night to follow 3 it ; and therefore 
It 15 to be improved : Yea, and 1t 15 buta. 
ſhort ſeaſon, 1 Cor.7-30» 7; he time is ſhort. | 1x 
He that hath longeſt to live, yet hath but || #/ 
a ſhort time to bein this world ; therefore || h; 
Fames ſaith, What is your Life? it is even a || t/ 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and || t! 
then vaniſheth away, Chap. 4. ver. 14+ and || 1r 
David faith, Behold thou Vf made my dayes 
an hand. breadth, and mine age is as nothing 


Gef ore fees Pla. 395+ A mans time 1n this 
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to be improved and redeemed + x 


World isas npthing before God, that 1s to 
tay, as nothing in compariſon of Eterni- 
ty ; therefore this timme ought ſo much 
the more carefully and diligently to be 
improved ; and it may be, a mans time 1s 
much ſhorter than himſelf doth think for. 
We read of one in the Goſpel that was ſo 
fooliſh, as to dream of many years, when- 
as he had not ſo much as one day to live: 
He ſaid he had goods for many, not only 
dayes, but years, whenas before the next 
day, his Soul was taken from him, Luk. 
12-20. Beſides, when a mans life is once 
gone, it iS irrecoverable, men mult die,and 
out of this World they ſhall go, and yet 
they dze but once, Heb.9.27, It is appoint- 
ed for men | Once | to die ; When once 
men are dead, the places that have knows - 
them, ſhall know them no more ; the eyes that 
have ſeen them, ſhall ſee them no more ; and 
the ears that have heard. them, ſhall hear 
them no more. And thence tf men do not 
improve their time whileſt they are alive 
in the World, they loſe their ſeaſon tor e- 
ver. When death is come, 1t 15 then too | 
late to improve time ; therefore Zezekiah ©! 
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W-- Seaſons of Grace are timely 


faith, they that go down into the pit, cannot 
hope for thy truth, 1{a1.38.18- When a mans 
Lody is gone down into the pit of the 
Grave, and his Saul 1s gone into the pit of 
Hell, he is paſt hope, and paſt help ; he 
cannot hope. for Gods mercy, and cannot 
hope for pardon of ſin-, he cannot 
Hope for.the ſalvation of his Soul: 'There- 
Dro life-time 15 to be improved: 

2. Trmes ſet a part for the ſolemn Worſhip 
of God. are carefully to be improved Chri- 
ſtians ought to redeem time trom their 


particular, to attend the duties of their 


general calling; they ought not to ſerve 


that they allow themſelves time alſo for 


the ſervice of God: It is true, that ſome 


areſo mnch in the outward performance 
of Religious duties, as that they do there 
þy intrench upon their particular callings, 
ſpending more time.in outward Worſhip, 
than any rule of God doth require, or al- 
low them to do: So the Heretical Euchites 
of old, &c. But the greateſt part of men 
| err on the other hand, in allowing too 
| 4Jitt etime, rather than toa much, tor the 
=: gertormance of ſacred : 
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themielves only, but they muſt look toit, 
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to be. improved and redeemed. 73. : 
great point of Chriſtian wiſdom, to order | 


things aright about this matter ; ſo as 


that neither a mans particular calling may 
intrench upon his general calling .as a 


Chriſtian, nor . yet his general upon the 


particular. I fay, that time muſt beallow- 
edfor the worſhip of God. A man may 
not neglect the Worſhip of God, either in 
his Family, or in his Cloſet, or inthe pub- 
lick Aſſemblies ot his people, out of pre- 
tence that he wants time ; rather let a 
man deny himfelt time to ſleep, nay time 
to eat and drink, than not to take time ta } 
Pray, and to ſerve God. Moreover,when : 
a man 15 worthipping God in any duty, . | 


ſuch a-ſeafon is very heedfully. to be im- 


provedyelſe the Lords Name will be tas 
ken in vain; and men inſtead of ſerving . | 
and pleaſing God, will provoke him to 


diſpleaſure by an heedleſs ferving of him: 


Andin ſpecial the Lords day is a ſeaſon of | 
Grace which ought to be j 1mproved, that's 
the day appointed toſolemnize the Name | 
and Worſhip of God in Chriſt amongſt 
men, to the Ml of the World, P/al. x RB, 
I buy 7 bs is the da Y which the Lord hath made } 
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we wrl] rejoyce in it: the day of Chriſts 
Reſurrection, which was upon the firſt day 
of the week, even this very day 1s to-be 
obſerved in commemoration of the reſur. 
reQion and Redemption of Chriſt : This 
es the Day, which above others, ought to 
be prized and improved: It 1s a Market» 
day for the Soul, and therefore to be re- 
deemed. Beſides, if men take hold of op» 
portunities, to attend there where God is 
worſhipped, they come where the Lord 
himſelt cometh, and thence may hope for 
a bleſſing : In which reſfect ſuch ſeaſons 
ſhould earneſtly be laid hold on, You 
 readin the fifth of Fob», concerning an 
 1mpotent man that lay waiting at the 
Pools of Betheſda, and Chriſt finding him 


| - there, he was healed: Had not the man 


 layen at the Pools of Bethe/da, Chriſt had 
Not found him there; and had not Chriſt, 
| found him there, he had not been healed. 
| Now the Ordinances of God are the pools 
| of Betheſda, if Chriſt find men there, who 
| knoweth bur that Grace ana life may be 
| given into their Souls ; but if they be not 
{ 'there, they keep themiclves-out of the way 


L of a bleſſing, 3 T. /3E 
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to be improved and redeemed. T5 7 
3. The time of proſperity is a ſeaſon 


which ought to te well improved : Thus 
you find David calling 'upon the Princes 
of Tſrael, x Chron.22.11,18,19. 1s not the: 


Lord your God with you ? hath he not given 


you reſt on ever fl fide ? now ſet your heart and 
your ſout ta ſee 


the Lord your God, It is 
( faith he) a proſperous ſeaſon with you 
and therefore now be looking after God, 
and the things of God ; and indeed this 
15 the moſt © ſeaſon. Huſe 
bandmen you know will take the ſeaſon 
whileſt the Sun ſhineth, and the weather is 
favourable, tobe rathering 11 the fruits of 
the Earth : So 1t men would be laying in 
for Eternity, if they would be laying up 
in ſtore for themſelvesa good Foundation 
apainſt thetime to come, that they may 
lay hold of Eternal Life, it will be their 
Wiſdom ta improve the time of proſpe= 
rity in order thereunto. As now, if God 
giveunto a man a time of health and 
ſtrength, let him improve it, in order to 
making his peace with God, and promo- 
ting the eternal welfare of his own Soul. |} 
Thus the Holy Ghoſt þy Solomon _— 
Ort *+ 
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Ay, but when ? When old age cometh: 
or when ſickneſs and death cometh, but 
never betore that; ſo the carnal heart 
faith, and fo the Devil faith, but the Lord 
teacheth otherwiſe ; therefore it 1s added; 


come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
ſhalt ſay, 1 have no pleaſure in them. The 
evil dayes of ſickneſs, or the troubleſome 

. years of old age will come upon you; but 
ſee that you remember to make your peace 
with God before thoſe dayes come. So 
again, if the Lord beſtow upon a man an 
eſtate, and cauſe him to proſper in the 
World in that reſpe&, let him improve 
this, to honour God with his ſubſtance, 


{ Heaven, with the unrighteous Mammon 
of: this World. And truly it men do 


| gracious UiſpenſationsS towards them. AS 
| 1t was faid to Feſther, Who knoweth whe- 
| ther thou art come to the Kingdom for ſuch a 


hort, Eccleſ.12,1. Remember thy Creator + | 


Hr the days of thy youth, while the evil dayes 


and\wiſely make unto himſelf friends in 


negle& ſuch ſeaſons, they have no reaſon 
to expect other, butthat God will deprive 
them of them, and alter the tenour of his 


time as this? if thou altogether holdeſt thy 


to be improved and redeemed. 
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ace at this time, thou and thy Fathers houſe 


ſhall be deftroyed, Eſth.4.14. So I ſay, whe, 


knoweth but that the bb r+hath givermem 
health and wealth, and proſpered them 
here and there in the World, that ſo-theys 
might improve theſe mercics and good: 
things, to the honour of him that gave. 
them, and for their own ſpiritual and cter# 
nal comfort : It therefore they altogether 
neglect this ſeaſon, let them look that God: 
will blaſt their eſtates, and ſmite them 
with ſ{icknels, yea, and that a worle lng 
ſhall befal them. Nevertheleſs, 
4+ The time of Adverſity 1s a ſeaſon which 
ought likewiſe to be improved : Hence, 
this Apoſtle faith, Redeem the time, becauſe 
the dayes are evil, Eph. 5+16s The times 
were then as they are now. - It was inthe 
Apoſtles dayes a time of Perſecytion-and 
futtering to the People of God, therefore 
he calls that time an evil day : Now. 1n 
this ſeaſon, time was to be redeemed :-the 
worſe the-times are, the better Chriſtians 
ought to be ; if the times be very bad, 
Chriltians ought to be very good: + Þ 
EN: Lens : 
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Hence alſo is that 2 Tim. 4. 2. Preach the 
Word, be initant in feajon, and out of ſeaſon. 
in ſeaſon, iS in time -of proſperity ; out of 
#aſon is'2_ time of Adverſity, when a man 
cannot Preach, not hear 4 Sermon, with- 
(Hut incurring danger; yet ſuch times muſt 
be improved to be doing and receiving 
good." If the times be bad,then the Lord 
| threatens men, to deprive them of ſeaſons 
- . of Grace, and in that reſpect there 15 the 
more need to improve them. And this 
1s a ſpecial thing intended by the Apoſtle 
in the Text, Walk in wiſdom redeeming the 
time: Shew your wiſdom ( faith he ) by 
making the beſt of a bad Marker. As 
wiſe Merchants, if the times be bad, will 
be more wary ; if Frading be dead and 
tow, they will be loth to venture upon: & | * 
bad bargain, or to let ſlip the advantage 
of a good Bargain. Thus ſhould men 
| deal as to their Souls; as for ſeaſons of Jwe 
| Grace, they ſhould ſee that they husband | ** 
k them "i eſpecially when- the Lord is 
threatning to take them away. 

5. Times of being in company and converſe | 
with ks, ought" to be improved, Such: 


times | 


#0 be improved andl redeemed, 59 


times ſhould be improved for the recet- 
4, | vivg of ſpiritual good : Tt is faid, Ze that 
of || walks with the wiſe, ſhall be wiſe, Prov. 13. 
in | 20. It a man doth fall into the company. 
h. || of ſuch as are,godly and wiſe, he hath now 
f Þ| an opportunity put into his hahds to get. 
18 wiſdom ;: he might -propound many pro- 
'4 | fitable Queſtions, which he 15 not able to 
as | zcſolve himſelf, but one that God hath gi- | 
ve || vena greater meaſure of wiſdom and une 
ig | derſtanding unto, could ſoon reſolve him, 
He || had he an heart to. improve ſuch an op- 
h | portunity. Again, ſuch times ſhould be 
by unproved for doing good, that 1s, by ho- 
ly. conference and exhortations unto the 
thing that good 15 ; as we ſee in the Cons 
text, Redeem thes time, faith the Apoſtle 
3 þ and then the very next wordsare, /et your 
| ſpeech be alwayes with Grace, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, that ye may know how ye ought to an- 
of .þ/er every man, Col.4-6. So that that's one 
++ | way of improving time aright, even by _ 
gracious and ſavoury Diſcourſes. The _ 
neglect of this 1s the great ſin of many 
»/z | Profeſlors : Alas, how 18 it, as if holy Con- 
<þ. | ference were banithed out of the Wow I 
| le 3 
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Chriſtians meet together, and much-difs 
courſe paſleth about this or theother mat- 
ter, but it may be not one edifying word) 
all the while: But what faith the Scri- 
pture-? Exhort one another daily, Heb. 174 
As you have opportunity of daily converſe 
you ſhould take occaſion to exhort and: 
call upon one another, and fay, how 1s it 
with you as to ſpir iruals ? have you got aſs. 
furancesyet-? do you grow in Grace? how: 
iS it with your Soul, doth that proſper? 
. 6. Solitary times are alſo to be improved: 
Tfay not only times of being in company, 
but times of being-alone, are to be impro= 
ved. Such ſeaſons ſhould be.made uſe of 
for Prayer, Meditation; and Seli-Examina- 
tion, Sc. We read'concerning Nathaniel 
that Chriſt faid to him, When thou waft. uns 
ter the fig-tree, Fſaw thee;Joh.1.48. though 
no mortaleye beheld him, yet he Son of 
God that hath eyes like a Flame of fire 
looked upon him there : Jeſus Chriſt who 
is Godas well as man, ſaw Nathanielwhert he: 
he was alone under the fig-tree : Indeed] Cc 
is not faid what Nathaniel was doing {hc 


, Taere 3 ; but 1c 1s very probable,.that he _ anc 
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yet profitable duty of meditation. So for. 
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praying or meditating, or about ſome *' 
tuch holy deſign, that Chriſt ſhould take- } 
ſuch ſpecial notice of him. So concern= : 
ing /ſaac, we read that he went out to me- 
ditate inthe field, Gen.2.4-63. He retired 
himſelf. into a folitary place, that ſo he 
might with the more freedom and conves. 
niency praiſe that much neglefed, and 


Jacob, Gen-32.24. Jacob was left alone.and 
there wreſtled a man with him until the breaks 
ing of the day. He ſpent a good part of 
the: night in ſecret Prayer, :norſt being 
there preſent but Chriſt and he. Yea; 
Chriſt himſelf hath taught us this, by his 
own bleſſed Example, Mat. 14. 239. He. 
went up into a mountain apart to pray, and 

when evening was come, he was there alone. 
And the truth is, that a time of privacy 
15 the fitteſt ſeaſon for holy converſe and 

communion: with God, becauſe then 2 
man-may freely and fully open his whole 
heart to God. Men have their ſpeciaf 
Corruptions, which it is not fit the World 
ſhould hear of ; yea all that are Chriſtians 
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tations thatdo-moleſt them ;-.as for looſe; 
formal Profeſfors,they may go.0n ſmooth» 
ly and eaſily ; but as 4or ſuch as have. ta- 
ken up not only the form, but-the power 
of- Godlineſs,, they meet with many rubs 
and difficulties, and ſtrong .aſlau'ts from 
#he great Enemy of Salvation : Now«ſes 
cret places are the firteſt to complain-to 
the Lord in about theſe temptations; 
theretore times of privacy, may and muſt 
be.taken hold. on by. Chriftians for {uch 
7. The. time wherein: Gods Spirit: doth 
ſtrive with men is to be improved. ” There 
are 1caſons wherein the-holy Spirit 15 blef- 
fedly at work with the heart ; now. theſe 
are ſeaſons which ought. carefully to.be 
improved, If men be to ſet fail, they 
muſt takethe opportunity when the wind 
ferveth : So if they would be ſetting; Sail 
towards Heaven, they. muſt obſerve the 
gales.of the Spirit ; they muſt lay hold-on 
the opportunity, wherein the bleſſed breas 
things of the Spirit are afforded to:themt 
| Theſe ſhou'd be improved. in order to/Res 
... Pentance, leſt haply- the ſpirit. of the Tom thi 


to py Om 7 aid. 


do>forſake a man; and give him upto: the 
hardneſs of his own heart. for ever; as you 
have: htely heard that with fome ſinners 
it is ſo. And' theſe Seaſons ought to be 
improved for Prayer, Eph, 6.18. Pray ak 
wayes;-("w may) xanm ) i every ſeaſon, as 
the'Greek phraſe is, watching thereunto, &C. 
You- muſt watch when the. Spirit of God 
ſtirs you: up to' Prayer, and” then u 
your. knees,” fometimes the Lord by his 
Spirit ſecretly:moveth unto” Prayer, yes, 
ſomerimeshe puts the heart into a praying 
frame:” Now that's a ſeaſon of Grace 


which -may not be neglefted, without: 
hoo danger toi 4'mans Soul. 


"Laſtly, The preſent time is ks which 
Whould caref faly be improved; :So Feel. 12.k. 


mpg [ Now } thy Creator. Men, & 
fpecially young men, when they are cal 
ſedzupon to be mindful of God, and the 
things' of God," and” the great concert. 
ments of their Souls; are apt to'pur'it off 
till 70 0rr0w, or ſometimes hereafter ; but .* 
the Holy Ghoſt faith mow.” Mind this mat- _ 
ter withour'any further defiys: Do not ? 
hi ink to: put'off Godwith a or with -þ 
ak. dy 


84 Veaſotf of Grace are timely 
' Tomorrons, but the” firſt thing- you dd; 
mate lure of an intereſt in him. 2 Cor.6-2, 
Behold now is the accepted time ; Behold, 
mow zs the day of Salvation. Satan faith, 
anda ſelt-deceiving heart faith, To morrow, 
#0 morrow ; but the Lord faith, Now, ow: 
Yea, there iS 2 double Behold added to it, 
Behold. behold, now, now 15 thetime for you 
to look ater your Salvation, if ever you 
/defire to be fayed. But of 'this more in 
the Application of the point. ER. 
| We proceed therefore to the ſecond 
thing, namely, to ſhew what is implied in 
redeeming ſeaſons of Grace, or, Whew a 
"man may be ſaid to redeem the time ? 
F. © Foranſwer to that, rt. Herein 15 im» 
L plied, An heart to receive and do all thef” 
FF p10 that may be. Except* there be anf| d1 
heart ro receive Spiritual good: when it iS} ut 
Offered, a man cannot be faid to redeem] opj 
tine; a< Solomon complains, Prov. 17- 16. tus 
FW erefore 'st' erg a price in the hand of «| + 
"Fool to get Wiſdom, jeeing he hath no heart| of ; 
fo -, -Somerimes 1t iS 1o, that there 1s a] Ch 
| precious Serfhon preached ata mans door;] #a 
| Þt he wouid come andhear, who Ws 
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how much good might be done to his 
Soul: But he cometh not, and yet  ha'h 
no ſufficient Reaſon to excuſe himſelt, one. 
ly he hath #o heart to it ; theretore. he. iS 
' not worthy to be accounted a 7 ime: Re- 
deemer. So again, there muſt Le a heart 
to-do good. As the Apoſtle Exhorts, Gal. 
6-X0s As we have opportunity, let us dogood 
weto all men, eſpecially to them who are of © 
the Hanſhold of Faith : When a man doth _ 
: | ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly think - with 
nd | himſelf, how may I improve my timeand 
in| talent moſt to the honour of God, and the 
s 8} good of men, .and comfort of my own 
- | Soul, in:the great day, and doth. accor= 
dingly ;ſfuch an one doth redeem te time. 
Though a -man- ſhould be providentially 
al diſappointed as to aQual performance,yet 
U indeed he hath an heart to lay hold 

| opportunities of receiving or doing-Spirt 
tual good, he is a Time-Redeemer. 
\ 2: Herein is implied Wi/dom to diſcern 
cart] of Times and Seaſons. AS-it iS faid of the 
is 3] Chi\dren of 1fachar, that they kad under- 
oor;] Fanding of the times to Fnow what {jraet ' 
th] eh 0:d6y 4 Ghrop 42-33% There 19. Þ. | 
* G3 wy 
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 "B6 "Seaſons of Grave are timely 
|  Tedeeming the time 'without wiſdom); 
_ therefore the Apoſtle faith, Walt wiſely,re- 
. deeming the time: And «Solomon faiths 4 
wiſe mans heart diſcerneth-both time \ and | re 
judgement; Eceleſ.8.5.' As in civil affairs, | 
Except a'man know when the Marker'is, | k 
how ſhould he take hold of the opportw- | 
ity, while the Market is up, to buy and | 1 
br 
W 


| Furniſh himſelf with what he ſtands 1n 

Need of: Soif'a Man hath not wiſdonr to 
diſcern of times and ſeaſons, he willnevet 
improve them aright ; hence Chriſt coms 
plaineth of the Jews, How is it that you'#d 
mot diſcern, this ' time, Lak. "12 56. and 
apain, Chap.19.42.44. If thou hadft known || te 
in this day, the things that belong to thy d 
peace. Thou kneweſt not the 'time of thy vis df 
Fitation * They did not improvetheir aay | M 
AeGrace ; therefore are ſaid, not \to know || th 
__ 3. Herein iSimplied, 4 pos 16 part | he 
ei7h thoſe.things that would hinder from” re- || $3 
ceiving or doing good : The Greek Word 
C #zyor2f oi) Which is here uſed, ſigni- | Se 
weth-F#o by. Now in buying there 1s al- 
wayes a parting with ſomaing; as the 
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Gofpel ſpeaketh of the wife Merchant, 
that he parted with all that he had for the 
Pearl of great price: So it 1$ in buymg, or 


redeeming time, there muſt be a parting 
with thoſe things that would make a Man 
loſe his time. The Original Word is a 
Metaphor taken from wiſe Merchants or 
Tradeſmen, that prefer their profit a= 
bove their eaſe and pleaſure : -So if a man 
would. redeem time, he muſt forgo thoſe 
things which would hinder him trom glo- 
riftying God, of that would keep hiny 
from promoting the eternal Salvation of 
his own Soul ; -yea, and heqmuſt be con- 
tent to put himſelf to: ſome trouble: and 
diſadvantage, that he may 'promote the 
$piritual. and ' Eternal Welfare of other 
mens Sovls; and this 15 here mtended by_ | 
the Apoſtle, Walk in wiſdom towards thent® 
that are without, redeeming the time; av if 
he had faid, take hold ot opportunities to 
gan Infidels to Chrift, . thoygh it ſhould 
be-to** your own outward drfadvantage 5 
See that you do what you can to gain men {| 
to-Chrilt; though you your: ſelves ſhould | 
loſe by it, as toterpporal-eoncerns.- ... + 4 
MLL G4 4 When © 
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.. 4-:When a man doth endeavour- tp | {ai 
make up his former loſſes and miſpence of 
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en 
time by. a diligent improvement of the pres || to 
ſent ſeaſon, then he-may be-ſaid to redeem || al: 
time ; when a man hath lived and ſpent || tir 
his time unthrittily, but now he endea- || in 


vours by double diligence ro redeem, and || he 
AS it were, to buy back again the time that's S | wl 
pait and loſt ; - When he is. made ſenſible; Þ in 
that he hath done little for God in former fai 
times, and therefore. endeavours to live || fa 
much unto, and do much ſervice tor God || þl« 
in Chrilt now, then he redeems time. AS. | ſuc 
the Children of [jrael in the laſt year of I he 
their-being in the Wilderneſs, had thi 
more way than in forty.years betore: Sg || ſpe 
when a man doth more tor God now im || fo1 
one year, than he hath done twenty. or || Tl 
forty years: we may ſay that, that mag; | pr 
redeemeth time. I ns 

' Come we to the Uſe of the Point: wt 

USE 1. Here is matter of ſad Reproof. | Ca 


unto thoſe that do miſpend precious tame. | wa 
You ſhall have ſome that ſay, They do. || of 
fuch a thing to paſs away time, and fuch.a: | un 
Fung 16 yery £009 « to 24s away time. : | Fa 
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to be improved and redeemed. By |} 


lamentable ! as if men had more precious 
time than they knew what in the world 
to do» with, or how to beſtow it! And 
alas, how many are there, that ſpend their 


t | time exceeding unprofitably ; it may be 


in going from houſe to houſe, and there 


a Þ| hearing or telling tales : Oh if that time 
'S | which. 15 ſpent in waz» jang/zng, were ſpent 
; | in ſeeret Communion with God, and in 


faithful endeavours to promote the' wel- 
fare of the Souls of men, how comiorta- 
ble, and how glorious would it be tor 
duch a man at the great day ! how would 


"he then rejoyce that ever he lived upon: 


the face of the Earth ! Alas there be thar 
ſpend their time even in ſinful practiſes, 
for which no time ought to be allowed. 
There 1s one practice which I hear much 
precious time 15S {ſpent 1n, that I muſt 
needs bear my teſtimony againſt : That 


whieT mean, is thoſe unlawful Games of 


Cards and Dice : Thoſe Games have al- | 
wayes been condemned by the Servants 

of God, as things that are in themſelves 
unlawtul. I uſe not to tell you much what 


y Fathers fay,ciſe 1 might fay, that Cyprian; 


C lemens, = 


On b4 | v , = Sg ee 
go Seaſons of Grace areitimely 


:Clemens, Alexandrinus, Ambroſe,Chrfroftoms, 
Auſtin, &c. have of od condemned tuch 
prattices. Yea, in the dayes of Chriſtian 
Emperors, there have _ ſevere Laws 
vain ſuc! ] Gameſters. In Fuſtinian's time 
there was a Law, not only. that no Man 


Jhauld play at Cards and Pice, but that 


No men ſhould fo much. as be preſent to, 
ke others play; nay, even Heathens by 
the light of nature, have:condemned fuch 
pract: ſes. The Philoſopher ſpeaketh a» 
. gainſt it in his Morals : An Heathen Poet 
apy inveighs againſt it ; and Cicero in 
one of his Orations obje&ts againſt Anto- 


mis, that he was a Dice-player, and one || t/ 


that entertained ſuch Gameſters in his 
Houſe. And 'amoneſt © Reformers, theſe 
kind of Games have ever been diſappro= 

ved. Popiſh Authors uſually plead tor the 
Rwfulneks. of them, but Proteſtants gene« 
rally write againſt them. And it@muſt 
needs be acknowledged by-all mens Con- 
ſciences, that it is unlawful to ſpend 1o 
much time in:any Recreations, as 1s uſt- | 1 


ally ſpent in attending thoſe - Games - by | fi 


be 


Woony es ule them. . There is. a ſecret ir 
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ts "be improved and redeemed 91 
Curſe 'of God goeth along with” them : 
Hence it 1s, that if. perſons be once piven 
to this prattice,theycan know no Foundy, 
bur ſpend day and night therein. Beſides 
there - is 'therein'a breach of the third 
Commandment,” inaſmuchas theſe Games 
are not without Lotfery, though ' there 
may -be ſomething of $kill in them, yet 
there is ſomething of 'Loztery. '. Now 'a 
Lot' is a facred*thing wherein the Name 
of God 'is much concerned : In all Lots 
there is an appeal to Providence to decide 
the matter in controverſie. . It 1 faid con- 
cetning a: Lot, that the © whole: diſpoſing 
thereof is of the Lord, Provc16:33. Henee 
# i that Lots may not ber uſed'in/ trivial 
matters : Search the Scriptures, and yow 
thall never find that Lots were uſed i 
trivial, but only in weighty - momentous 
matters, which might be prayed over: 
Now*no man, whole Conſcience 15 not 
profligate, dare pray over his Cardy and 
Dice.” Where we may not make a prayer 
m word, we may not doit in. a, or in 
figns to fienifie it, as*tis in a. Lot. And 
ti52.go0d-Rule, That prattice which a m= | 
wk F are} 
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dare not pray-over, let kim evermore ſuſpeM | th 
| t for an unlawful prattice, Moreover, as 
theſe Games are ujually practiſed, there'is || po 
in them a breach of the eighth Coms || th 
mandment, that ,is when men play for I N: 
Money. If a man get anothers Goods 
arunder price, this is Injuſtice,it 1s Theft; 
anda Tranfgreſſion of the Rule ot Righ« 
teouſneſs-: How much more to take from 
another his Eſtate for nothing ar all in the | t 
| Jieu thereof, but only play. Every laws || gi 
' ful way of petting is ſanGified by. Prayer || # 
| which you heard but now that theſe || pr 
Games are not ;*and therefore the Eſtate 
got thereby is* unlawful -gain. And-in 
this reſpe alſo, the Name and Prove 
dence of God 1s abuſed therein: for when 
God hath by his Providence poſleſied a 
manof a juſt Eſtate, for him now to go 
and make a queſtion, whether this Eſtats 
ſhall be his or another mans, and then des 
cide the Controverſieby Dzce, -15 unwors 
thily to abuſe the good Providence of 
- God. Again, this praQtice 15 of evil re« 
| port, & therefore ought not to beamongſt 
| Chriſtians: The Scripture bids 5 jr 7g 
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the things that are of good report,Phil. 4-8- 
which thew=th that things of evil re- 
port inthe World ought to be avoided by 
thoſe that profeſs the Name of Chriſty 
Now fo are theſe:Games. You heard how 
Heathens by the light of Nature condems 
ned them, and ſhail Chriftians take up ſuch 
pou ? The People of God are offens 
ded and grievedatſuch things ; and theres 
fore I bejeech thoſe ot you that have been 

ws || guilty hete, for the Lords fake to reform 

rer || this ev.l.  Oit 6 a fad thing thar ſuchs 
practice ſhould prevail in - New-England; 
that once was,and ever ought tobe, a land- 
of. «prightneſs. - Yet | hear, that the R:ng) 
Generation, are many of them,tainted withy 
el1S vice, not only n this great Town, 
but in-many places in the Countrey: This 
5 a ſad and a ſure ſign of Degeneracy in 
the Riſing Generation ; For twenty years - 
ago, there was no juch practice known a+ 
mong(t Children born and bred in New-- : 
England: And therefore that now-it _; 
ſhould be ſo common, doth teſtifie. as } 
gain{t. young ones, .that they are degene* ! 
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I have:not ſpoken this out of thee " 
prejudice againftany that have been guils 
ty this way ; only that ſo this evil mighy 
be: repented of, or however | that I mighe 
witneſs againſt fin and tor God this —_ n 
this particular. . 

v USE If Exhortation; 0 labour to ink 
prove preſent ſeaſons of Grace: and fot that 
c_ cont1der ſeriouſly. a: tew things ; 

x. That the: preſent time is.the owly time 
which men can ſay is theirs. AS tor the 
time paſt, that's. none of yours, that's gond 
never to. be. feen again, P/al. go. 9. We 
| ſheud our tayes as. a tale that is told.'W hyt 
a'tale that is told caninever be: untold as 
gain; ſo the time that iS-paſt; will nevey 
be here again. . A man may loſe. othe? 
things, and find them again ; he may loſd 
{ his Eſtate;: and have it again, or he nay 
vw loſe his Name, and recoveritagain ;- but if 
he loſe his time; he ſhall never -have -it as 
: eain: It Is: impoſſible that. rover 
& thould be-here again, or that the time-paſt 
| ſhould be akin; and-not paſt; \ As Ir 
nember, I-have read. of a. poor: Woman 
, Us being in greatdiſtreſs-of Conſtience; | 


Many +. 


to be improved and redeemed. gg. © 


many Miniſters'came to ſpeak with .her; 
and.they could have nothing from her. | 
only ſhe looked upon them with a ghaſt- 
ly countenance, and cried, Call 7 me araink 
Cal time. again / except you can bring 
4 | back time again, you can do nothing for | 
26s | E- - This was the doleful effect of neg4 
nas Þ| 1eAing 24e preſent ſeaſon when time wass 
, | Ol think what they in Hell would give 
14 | to have thoſe: hours; which they have loſt 
the Þ in fin and vaniry / They would give ten 
nd | thoufand thouſand Worlds if they hadit; 
44 | that they»might again have a ſpace tore« 
pent in ; yea, that they might have bug 
one hour to-pray and ſeek thetace of Godz 
with any hopes of mercy, but it cannot 
be: And for time to come, you cannot 
fayy that that-is yours, for thar is altoges 
ther uncertain s A man cannot live a mo# 


miſerably cried out upon a Deach-Bed, 4 
World of Wealth, for an: : '4tuch of time, 4 -- * 


r& [another whendying, faid, 1f / had' tes 7 
ran | thouſand Worlds, Twould give them all, that © 
- | ; PL. might. live On day- longer. .. Remanber 


ment beyond the time NA —TeY One ww 


world of Wealth for an inch of time. And Bo 


gs Seaſons of Grace ate timely 
the Scripture, which faith, Boaſ# not thy 


ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a | 


diy may bring forth, Prov.27.1. Men have 
not, as Hezetiah had, a promiſe of life for 


| fifteen years. It: may be. thou haſt not 


fifteen dayes, nay, not fifteen hours to 
live : if thou wert ſure thou ſhouldſt live 
but one week, how wouldſt thou redeem 
the time ? yet it may be thou ſhalt not 
hve one day, and dareſt thou then mis 
OO £4 mT” 
- Conſider, 2. The exceeding danger which 
#s, in neglecting-the preſent ſeaſom This is 
marvelous dangerous, becauſe there is nv 
promiſe for to morrow, but only for to day 
Heb. 3-7. ( 70 day } if you will hear hi 
poice ; and again, ver-14. Exhort one aus: 
ther [ Daily | while it is called | Today, } 
and ver.15. | To day | if you hear his voice 


barden not your hearts. Thus doth the x 


Lord fay, 7o day, To day, Today; but you 


will no where find in all the Book of God, 
any promiſe, that, To morrow if you will] 
hear his voice, it ſhall go well with you:|- 
> TheDevil and a mans own treacherous| Þ: 
F heart may promiſe tor to morrow, i: 4h 
"M>070P | (0/218 
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ty | God doth not ſo. It may be either now 
+ @ | or never ; all times will not ſerve for ſoul- 


ve | faving purpoſes. Henceis that, //a.55.6 
for | Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call 
1ot | 4porn him while he is near, There. 1$ then 
to | 2 time wherein God may be found, anda 
ive | time wherein he will not be found : if you 
em || delay and put off God for the preſent, it 
zot | may be he will not be found for the fy- 
nis | ture ; Oh therefore make thy peace with 
_ | God guickly, leſt it be too. late, Mat. 5+ 25. 
ich | Know this for certain, that the longer you 
s is] delay your Repentance, the harder work 
no | you will find of it ; the longer any. man 
day} liveth in ſin, the harder it is tor him to. 
his} turn from fin, Fer. 13-23. Can the Erhib- 
wo: | \pian change his skin, or the Leopard his 
y, 3| ./pots ?. then may you do good, that are accu- 
vice} ffomed to do evil, This very deluſion, that 
the | .men will. repent hereafter, and therefore 
you that they may venture to neglect the pre- 
30d, | ſext ſeaſon, hath been the eternal ruin of 
will| millions of Souls. Oh Sirs, if ſome of 
you:| you could but ſpeak with your old Come # 
rous| panions in ſin, thar are dead and gone to 2 
butt] Fheir own place, they would tell you dif- - 
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mal ſtories to this purpoſe ; they wovld 
fay to you, Ah fools that we were, to neglett 
the preſent ſeaſon, out of a vain confidence, 
that hereafter we would repent and turn to 


_ God: This hath brought us into the place 
of Torment, from whence there 15 no Re- 


demption. 
Conſider, 3. That the Lord will ſurely 


call you to an account one day for your time. 
You ſhall all appear before the Son of 


God one day, and give an account how 
you have lived and ſpent your time 1n this 
World: Men muſt give an account how 
they have improved Talents, eſpecially this 
great and precious Talent of time. The 


Lord keeps an exa& account how many 


Years, dayes, hours, is allowed to every 


Iman in this World, and will reckon with 
men for all one day. As I remember 1t15 


ſtoried of gratis, that if he did hear the 


_ Clock ſtrike, he would fay, There is ano- 


ther hour gone which I muſt anſwer for. Oh 


4, men.did think fadly of this, how would 
they improve their time ? Did they know 
How great a finiit is to miſpend ſo much 


as one hour, would they ſpend it may be | , 
Con- | 


to be improved and redeemed vg 
1d Conſider, 4. That you have loft much pre- 
ect | cjous time already ; and therefore it is highs 
ce, | time to look about you, and to conſider 
well how you may improve the* preſent: 
Ice | ſeaſon, 1 Pet.q43 T'e time paſt of our life. 
(e> may ſaffice us, to have wroug't ike will of te 
Gentiles : So the time paſt which hath 
ely | been miſpent is enough, and too much to 
ne. be loſt. Alas, men ſpend the greateſt; 
part of their time either in doing nothing 
DW || or in doing amiſs: How much time 1s 
his I there ſpent in exceſſive ſleep, or iti need-= 
W | leſs Recreations, or in unprofitable diſcour- 
11s ſes? nay, how much time is ſpent in fin? 
he All thedayes of amans irregeneracy, are 
ny days of vanity : All that tune \ which as 
IT} tothe moſtof you hath been the greateſt 
itt: part of your lives? hath beenurterly loſt. 
US. Hence Paul ſpeaks of his being born out of 
the] due time, x Cor. 15-8. Becaule atore his 
m1 Converſion, his life was a death rather than 
Oh] a life, he loſt all that time, even as if he 
ul | had not been born into the World. An * 
OW | old man once ſaid, when dying, £ have {> ; 
ch | wed But ſeven years ; becauſe he was'con- | 
verted but ſeven years before his death, 3 
H 2 ANG: - 
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_ and before, that he made account he was 


| much work to do, and but: little * 


Seafons of Grace are timely 


aS a man thac did not live, as a man that 


had no time or being in the World, 


Corlfid. 5. Tour time in this World is 


* but ſhort ; therefore improve it, 11's pitry 


to loſe any part of a: ſhort. time. Chriſt 


 Iived not much above two and thirty 


years, therefore did he go up and down 


\ _ doing good, and was wonderfully care- 
| tu} to improve his time to the beſt advan- 
. tage : who knoweth how ſoon thy Soul 

- ay launch forth into the Ocean of Eter- 


nity ? Thy time will quickly be gone ; 


Hence Fob faith, Chap. 9. ver. 25, 26. My 
|.  dayes are ſwifter than a Poſt, they flee away, 
- <They are paſſed awayas the ſwift jhips, as the 
- Eagle that haſteth to the prey. When men 
- Tice Poſt, you know, they go ſwiftly, but 
a Shp in the Sea hath a ſwifter motion, 
- _ and flying iS ſwitter than that, and an Ea- 
 { gleis amongſt the ſwifteſt of Birds, and 
| © the motion of an Eagle when haſtening 
{ * to the Prey, is more {wift than ordinary : 
| All this1s faid, to ſhew how faſt a mans 


time doth ſpend away. It a. man haih 


to be Mhrgoed we; rebwbd Tor 


time to do it in, he had ne:d to beſtir * 
jat | bumſelt. .Suppole the oun to be | 
|| aimoſt "oy and yet much work muſt 
i; of neceſlity be done ere the Sun bedownz 
ry | How needful 1s it to improve that lirtle 
x | time. ? So'tis here, every man hath much 
wy | work of abſolute neceſiity. to be done, 
vn | many duties to perform, many corrup- 
re. | tions to ſubdue, many ſins to repent of ; 
n. | 2nd 1f all this benot done beiore Sun-ſet, 
ul | 2 man's undone for ever, and therefore 
er. | improve his time he muſt. 
e: Conlid. 6. Eternity depends pon tle well 
My zmproving of a moment. According to tie 
Seed-tume 1n this lite, ſuch will the Hare 
he | veſt be in the World to come for ever, 
en || 047 6 78+ Oh! Eternity ! Eternity ! Frer- 
ut || #27) 7 15 a ſolemn and awakening Medita- 
tion. I am perſwaded if you would when 
you come home, think ſeriouſly one quar= 
ter of an hour about Eternity, it. would | 
by the bleſling of God tend to awater yow 
to improve your ſhort time in this World: * # 
Remember then and often think on it, . 
that thou muſt ſhortly go either into ever=- # 
laſting weal, Or ELIE] into everlaſting woe, AC 
bs H 3 | cords oy 
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TO Seaſons of Grace are timely 
cording as time in this World hath been 
improved or neglefted. Within' a few || * 
daves thy immortal Soul ſhall te either in 
eternal i Joy or elſe 1n eternal torment ; that S 
after tlzou haſt been therein; as many a] 
M:Jlions* of Ages, as there are Stars 1n tl 
Heaven ; as many millions of Ages, as || © 
there are piles of Graſs upon the Earth ; tl 
as many millions of Ages, as there are | 7 
* fands upon the Sea-ſhore, thou ſhalt then | : 

| be no nearer unto an end of that conditi- || 
on, than thou walt at the firſt moment 
wv lien thou didft enter into it. Oh, I do 
beleech you for Gods fake, for Chrifts | - 
fake, and for your immortal Souls fake, 
| that you would think of chis fer ouſly, 

- though it be but one quarter of an hour 
togetuer. 

. Qreſt. What ſtall we do that we may 

gmprove tzme ! 
auf Fi) mention but he Rule, and that 
F this, Liveevery day, as if it were your laſt 
| day. Lerme preach, as it 1 were never to 
| Preach more ; and do you hear, aS 11 you 
. Were never to hear more : Do nothing, 
| fy 6 4th think x noBung; but w_ you 


Seaſons of Grace are timely toy | 


would be willing to do, if you were to die * 
next day. Ts —=1 
If you were ſure, that as ſoon as this 
1at | Sermon 15 ended, your naked Souls ſhould 
ny || *PPear before God the Judge of all, how 
then would you hear? Verily if theſe. 
as | truths were realized to the hearts of men, 
1 . || they would labour to redeem their time, »! 
| | yea, they would watch and pray. | 
Now Bleſſed is the Servant, whom the Lord 
ti. | 47 his coming ſhall find ſa doing. 


as | — —— 
The true Fearers of God will praftice | 
J) __ Famnuly Prayer. 


———_—_— 


he... —_— — 
— —— 


7 | Ads 10.2. One that feared God with all his 
Houſe —— And prayed alway. 


T N this Chapter, we have an account of 

T the great acceptance which Cornelius ., 
his Prayers found with God, together with | 
the gracious effects following thereupone 
En 7 DT In | 


« - I 04 T be true fer f #3 


In the _ firſt verſes Cornelius is Jeſeri 
bed. r. Fromthe City where he dwelt, 
Viz. C bs Feb 2. From his Caliing. he was 
a Souldier ; and nocommon Souldzer, but 
1 / HP ERg 3. From the Nation which 
he did belong unto ; he was an 1taliar, a 
Commander belonging to the Iralian 
Band. And indeed. Cornelius 15 a Roman 
"Name. 4. He 15 defcribed from his Relt- 
gion, in this verſe, -he was a devout man, 
h. e. He was though a Roman, and fo 1 

Gentile by nature, yet no meer Heathen in 
reipect of his Religion, but a Proſelyte. 


Elſewhere Th. are ſtile 1 Devout Per- 


ſons, Att 17.4. We read of Devout- Greeks, 
that 1s. "Af a5 were Proſelytes to the Jew- 
F1le Religion, Hence alto, Cornelius is de- 
ſcribed 16 be one that feared God, h. e. 
that did worſhip the only true God. Thus 
AM. 3-26, Children of the ſtock of Abraham, 
and wi.oever amongſt you feareth God 3 mean- 


ing ſuchasthough they were not < as the. 


| Jews dre) deſcended from Abraham, ne- 
| vertheleſs worſhipped the God of Abra- 
| hamas the Jews 4;d. Theſe Fearers of God 


Ms in verle 43. called iba Proſelytes. 


WA ad © = _ ww 8ÞHOw, 


_ There |. 


will 7 Pra ray ; with pe Famihes. T05 } 


There were two forts of Proſelytes a- 
moneſt the Fews of old. 

r. Some that were ſtiled Proſelytes of 
the Covenant, thole were Circumciied,and 
alſo admitted to all priviledges in the 
Church of 1ſrael; no difference bei ng 
made either as to Civil or Church Come 
munion between them; and thoſe that 
were natural 7ſraelites. - 

2. Thoſe that were ſtiled Proſelytes of 
the Gate. Theſe did own the God oi 1/- 
rael to be the only true God ; and hoped 
for Salvation by the Meſſiah ; and did en- 
deavour to frame their lives according to 
the holy Rules of ' the Moral Law. Cor- 


nelius was a Proſelyte of this, and not of | 


the former fort- And hence Peter was 
unwilling to converſe with him, until 
Aſuch time as God by aviſion commanded 


A 7 g 
TI 0 


him fo to do. The truth of Cornelius his | 
Religion 1S 1n this verſe Intro by ewo. | 


things. 
x. In that he was careful, not only, to 


pray unto God himſelf alone, but that his | 


Family ſhoulddo ſo too. He did Worſhip 


G04 wy all his Houſe, lc, Wien his whole 
| Family. 1 


—_—_— - e-- 
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Family. The houſe is frequently in the 
Scripture put for the Fanuly, Gen. 7. 1. & 
30-30. Exod.12.3. 
" 2. In that he did thus alway. He did 
not only pray with his Family once or fo, 
but alwayes : that 1s to ſay, alway in the 
due and ſtated ſeaſons for that duty : the 
meaning 1s not, as though Cornelius did 
ſpend his time in nothing elſe but Prayer 
and Religious Exerciſes, but that he was 
conſtant 1n his Attendance unto that duty 
1n the ſeaſons appointed tor that end. 
The Doctrine which the Words do 
| therefore afford unto us, is, = >” 
That the true Fearers of God will be 


* conſtant in the praitice of that duiy of Fami- | + 
| oy Prayer. | | 1 
In order to the clearing of this Truth, | | 
there are three things to be enquired inio. | | 
I. How 1t doth appear that Family |] : 
Prayer 15 a duty ? | 


2+ What 1s implied in being conſtant 
| therein, or in doing thus alway ? 
| 3. The Reaſons why they that truly 
ſear God do thus practice. 
'. Q. r. How doth it appear that Family 

| Prayer is a duty? JET Az. | 


the 


.& 


did 
ſo, 
he 
he 
11d 
on 
as 


ty 


lo 


cepr, let them {ee that God ought to be; 


will pray with their Families. 1o7 \ © 
Anſ 1. The- Scripture doth jnjoyn this © 
God in his Word, commands men to pray 
ith all Prayer, Eph.6. 18, Not only pray- 
er in Cloſets, and in"folemn Aſſemblies, 
ut in Families, is comprehended under 
that expretiion of AZ Prayer. Nor cans | 
Man be faid to pray with all Prayer, eX- | 
cept he doth: practice publick, tecret, and 
Family Prayer. And in the Scripture, 
Husbands and Wives are required to live 
lovingly together, that their prayers be 
wot hindred, 1 Pet. 3+ 7. What. Prayers ? 
Surely Family Prayers. They that are 
contending and quarrelling one with ano» 
ther, are very unfit to go to Prayer toge- |; 
ther : Therefore Husband and Wite ſhould | 
live in love, that ſo they may not be in- : 
diſpoſed to pray together in their Family. } 
Again, the Scripture declareth, that men 
ſhould take care that their Families as well : 
as themſelves ſerve God. Fathers are to 
bring up their Children, in the nurture | 
and admonition of the Lord, Eph. 6. 4; 
which they cannot do except they pray | 
with them, and by example as well as pre- ; 
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FT 103 The true Fearers of God : © 


worſhipped and prayed unto. Thus Foſhug 
was reſolved to do, Chap. 24%v- 15+ AS for 
me and my houſe, we will Tons 7 Lord. 
Foſhua did exhort te Children of 1/rael, 
that they ſhould all of chem in their Hou- 
fes ſerve God, which doth imply Prayer 
unto him: ; 
lies cannot be faid tobe God-ſerving, God- 
fearing Families. 

2. AS there are Scripture-precepts r re- 
quiring this duty, ſo there are Scripture- 
Examples, which God hath cauſed to be Re- 
corded in his Word. for our inſtruflion .and 
mmitation. We jind-that the Lord Chriſt, 
who hath left himſelt for an example in 
this as well as in other things, for us to 
toliow ; did pray with his Family, Luk g. 


| { who were his Family ) were with him. 
| And when Chriſt did keep the Paſſeover 
with his Domeſtick Diſciples alone, it 1s 
«certain that he prayed with them, Mat.2 6. 
|. 18:&c. David alſo was wont to Worſhip 

God with his Family. And was reſolved - 
| continue in that praticeall his days. Hence 
| he could fay, as Pſc101+2, 1 will walk withy 

| 210.1 ” a” with a LE ales heart. 


inaſmuch as prayerleſs Fami- 


.I0, As he was alone praying, bis Diſciples 


And we 


will Pray with their. Families. yog 

ua read concerning him, that after he had 

for | been attending the Worſhip of God in 

'd. publick, he returned to bleſs his houſe, x Chre 

' | 16.43. fo tha: he did notthink it enough. 
mW | to Worthip God in a , publick folemn Af 

ſembly amongſt his People, but when he 
cometh home, he prayeth with his family, 

d& || thatthe bleſſing of God might be there. 

J: Of o/ 4 thhere. were not only publick but 


private Fam:ly Sacrifices. Fonathanrelates 
* | concerning David, that he faid to him our 
® | Family fat! a Sacrifice in the City, and my. 
" Brother commanded me to be there, 1 Sam. 
» 


- 20.29. which undoubtedly were not with- 
ml j out Family Prayers. And al«10ugh Sacri- | 
- fices in a legal, literal ſenſe are ceaſed, in 
9* || tbeſe dayes of the Goſpel ; Chriſtby that . 

'S | one offering of himſelt, having putanend 
thereto, yer ſpiritual Sacrifices muſt be : 
offered up ſtill, 1 Pet.2.5. Te are a ſpiritual 
houſe, an holy Prieſt-hood, to offer up ſpirita+ | 
* | al Sacrifices, acceptable unto God by Jeſus | 
z Chriſt. When Chrittians ofter up prayers 
and praiſes unto the Lord, theſe are ſpt- } 
ritual Sacrifices, acceptable unto God 


"ys 


tio The true Fearers of God 
And indeed every Believer is a ſpiritual | 
Priet. Jeſus Chriſt hath made us Prieſts | itt 
wnto God and his Father, Rev. 1.6. And in- | 
aſmuch as he 15 a Prieit in his own Fami- Þ| 7 
ly, theretore he ought to offer up ſpiritual | 
Sacritices there, Every Maſter of a Fa- 
mily 1s a Prophet in his own Family, be- 
cauſe he ought to inſtru them in the 
things of God: and a King there, inaf- 
much as he ought to govern his Family. 
according, to the Rules of the Word of 
'God, and aPrieft alſo, for that he ought 
to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices therein. 
4+ Thewvery light of nature teacheth men 
that Family Prayer is a daty. Hence the || 
Gentiles that had no Scripture to diret F} ** 
them, yet have made conſcience of Famj- © * 
Ty Worſhip. They had their Penates,hou- || © 
| 1hold Gods, whom they did adore Ye, || © 
| Mahometans at this day, Worſhip their god 
not only in publick Aſſemblies, bur in * Hh 
their Families. So that Men who call bi 
| + themſelves Chriſtians, and yer acknowledg | © 
* - no God in their Families, arein that thing ly 
{ worſe than [ufidcls. ' Many Heathen Peo- 
ple, nay Turks, will -at the Day of Judg- 


will Pray with their Families. 11% 
ment riſe up againſt ſuch pretended Chri- 
/2s | ftians, and condemn them. 
Ts Queſt: 2. What is implied in a mans pray- 
Ni. | ingl Alway } wth his Family ? 
al | £4. This Praying alway, implieth frees: 
>a. | quency. in that duty. Family Prayer - 
-e- || ſhould be attended daily. . In that ſenſe 
he || the Phraſe 1s ſometimes uſed in the Scri- 
af. | prure. As when heis faid, that Mephibo- 
ly. þ /p£t- did eat ( continnally, or as the He- 
of Þ brew word Zamid ſignineth ) alwayat the 
ht | Kings Table ; the meaning is that it was 
his daily cuſtom-ſo to do. Thus Cornelius 
with his Houle prayed, alway ; Famuly 
Prayer was daily obſerved in that Houſe. 
Families need daily fuppliesof mercy.And 
there are Family occations to be attended 
every day, which Maſters in Families are 
concerned to look up to God, that his blef- 
ſing may be thereon : And there are dai- 
ly mercies which they ought to bleſs God 
for. Yea, it 1s good to practice this Du= 
ty more than once every day, h: e: in the | 
Morning and in the Evening r alſo. Ttis-a 
good thing to praiſe: the: Lord, and ſhew | 
torth on loving: cindneſs in the” mor "4 ; 
| all 


* and every evening, Pſal.g2.1,2. Thecon- 

- tinual offering under the Law was that 
whereby Prayer was typified : and that 
Ava> to be both at morning and at the e- 
ven, Exod:29:38: Numb: 28:3,4: So ſhould 
itbeas toFamily Prayer : And therefore 
it is very obſervable, that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking to Maſters in Families, uſeth that 
expreftion, continue in Prayer, Col: 4:2: In 
which words he doth evidently alludeun- 

tothe continual] oftering under the Law, 

F which was to be attended daily, both at (| pri 

- morning and at even ; you ( faith he!) 

| _ that are Maſters of Families, forget not | 

| - - the continual oitering of Prayer, which || v 
you ought.to preſent before the Lord. It} . 
15S as if he had faid, pray conſtantly morn» 

ing and evening in your Families. 

Therefore, 4 
2». This Expreſſion implieth perſeverance. ca 

:Men ſhould not only - begin to practice || 1 
this duty, butthey ought to hold on there- | 1 
In, all their dayes. Chriſt hath raught us 
.that men ought alway to pray and not to faint | Ml 

| + Tuk:18:1: And we are bid to pray. with-| Ww 
| - wt ceaſing, 1 Thelk5:18: As there: ought 
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to be perſeverance in attending unto the 
 publick Worſhip of God, on the times ap= 
pointed for that end: As ZHezekfah pro» | 
Fefſeth thar he had taken up a reſoſating I 
to praiſe God all the dayes of his life in the 
Houſe of the Lord. 1ſai.38. 2:0: 0 _ 
Men praiſe the Lord, and pray to him a 
the dayes of their lives i in their own hous. 
ſes. There ought to be perſeverance in all 
Prayer, and therefore Chriſtians. are to, 
continue all their dayes in the praRtice of 
private or family, as well as in publick 
and in cloſet-prayer : So may they be faid 
to. do as Cornelius did, even to pray al- 
Way, ny 6:18, 

| . Whence is it that the true Feartrs 

gu thus ? 0 

WON 1. Becauſe they that truly feat 2} 
God reſpe the honour of his Name. They 
cannot t bur Jeſare that God pr pr be hr 
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\ \ T4 The true Fearers of God "© 
b; they pray with their hearts, as well a4 RY 
their lips, they honour him with both. As: | Boy 
when they negle& this ſo great a duty, ,,, 
hey wiihchold that honour, from God, fxg. 
wh.ch is dve unto him from his creatures; I,.. 
I/ai 43.23. Thou haſt not honoured me with "*Þ 
thy Foths. So doth the Lord fay to. y;- 
Matters of Families, that pray not, with {gre 
their Houſes, thou haſt not honoured me. 10 
| withthy Prayers. But as for thoſe that, I 
.- call upon his Name, their Prayers and | 
pas glorifie him. When inen own the Bloic 
} Lord to bethe God of their Families they Þ)#; 
 Þut honour upon him. And fo 1t1s when þj 
| Family Worſhip is duely upheld. -þ 
_ * "Reaf. 2. They that AN fear God, are $1 
deſirous that. the intereſt of Religion | 15 
hould be upheld and promoted. One þ 
that is truly Religious himſelf cannot but þ,g, 
deſire that others may be ſo roo. Paul Þ 
being himſelf a real Chriftian, earneſtly |, 
'wiſhed Wat gthier were in that reſpect as. 
b he was. _When Agrippa. faid-to him, tho# by. 
q alme Tl perſi adeſt 3 me to be a Chriſttan, heres. hers, 
I | Bet, 7 pogld, to G God, that not E's thou bit | orc 
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moſt & altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 
\ | Bonds, AR-26-28,29. So it is, (and can- 
\ | oot but be ) where there is true Grace. 
I," PEfpecially they are deſirous that. thoſe who. 
S, fare telated to them : and are of.the ſame 
lh Family with them, may. be acquainted 
0. with the good way es of the Lord. There- 
h Pore they will make Conſcience, not only. 
E to pray for them, but to pray with them;: 
at. ſince thereby Religion and the Fear of 
J6od will be promoted. | And to have Re- 
gion' in Families '15 the way to have it 
feſewhere. Families are the Nurſeries. of 
all Societies. If- Religion ſhould not be 
| wr there, it would fall to the gound 

'6 gvery where. MF | 
oft | USE I: For Reprehenſian : N "Ho there 
ne fire many that fall under juſt and fad Re 
ut. root Pls this Doftrine. 7 {28 
al | x. It condemns thoſe that live-. in | the £ 
Hy Þotal negle& of. this duty of Family. Pray- 
as fre- And what is like to come on prayer- | 
hos þ& Families at laſt? Let. prayerlcfs Fa- 
re hers, and - prayerleſs Maſters hear the, 
bit Ford of. the Lord, and tremble.ar ite ..O 
WA at Chak Would conlider, how You EX poſe 
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x16 + The true Fearers of God | 
not only your ſelves but Fanulies, to the 
"vengeance of Heaven» How olten hays 
you been put in mind of that awtul Scri- 
*pture, Jer.10.2.5. Pour out thy fury upon the 
Heathen that know thee ot. What's that] 
to us? ſome one will be ready to fay ; we 
areno Heathen, we are all Chriſtians : but 
mark what follows, and «pon the Families 
that call not upon thy Name. + Notonly pro 
felled Heathen, but Families that livelikeſ ,. 
Heathen without any prayer, the fury off 
| the Almighty will come pouring downf.. 
. fromyHeaven upon them: Hence are tem 4 | 
| Poral judgements upon Families many q.. 
times. - The Lord kills Chiſdren witlyy . 
_ death, becauſe -Parents do not ſhew then. 
: an eXample of Religion to pray with the Of + 
in the Family as well as for them in ſecret” ,- 
Yea, the Souls 6f your poor Childrenary .... 
ruined by this fin of yours. And Ohoſ.,- 
Kd will it be, when God ſhall require tp. . 
Glood of the Souls of Children, at the hang, 
of their prayerleſs Fathers; and the bloo tha. 
{ of the Souls of Servants at the handsq, | 7 
their prayerleſs Maſters. Think with you £ 
ſehves what anſwer you will make betore If *.- 
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wt pray with their Families, 11% © 
ki ſus Chriſt the Son of God at the laſt and 
La great day.Ift thy Children ſhall be thine ac- 
*Y*f cuſers before the Lord then; ifany of 
I them ſhall ſtand before the Lord Jeſus.in 
the day when he ſhall judge the World, 
and fay, Lord, there 1s the man that was 
my Father, I never heard him. pray 1n all 
7.1 my life, and that made me livtin the ne- 
#5] gle&t of God alſo; or if thy ſervants ſhal 
any of them fay, Lord, there is the man 
that was my "Maſter, I lived in his houſe 
ſo many moneths, but I never heard him 
praying unto God all that time, what an= 
4 fwer wiltthou then make for thy fell? you 
JF ſhal not be able to plead ignorance. For 
"11 will then call Heaven and Earth to re- 
"F cord againſt you, that you were often told 
x of your duty in this particular. And yet 
citJl hear-ſome ſay, that there are many pray= 
Nt erlefs families in this great Town. The 
NOW thing is lamentable, if it be ſo. Whar, for 
-men that call themſelves Chriſtians, to 
I have no prayer in their families ? for men 

"1 that live. under the light of the Goſpel, } 
IC to live without - Prayer in their families? + 
Y*T for men. that live in New-Eng/and, and. : 
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that have lived .in Boſton, not ſo much as to ty 
pray in their families / Such have known | (ev 
'to' do good, and yet have not done' it 
therefore fin and guilt and wrath moſt 
fearful doth abide them. '' And this word 
 reacheth Maſters of Yeſels that never pray 
with their Shi ps-Company, whoare their | w 
family, with whom they ought. to W or- th 
ſhip God continually. * 1 Je 
2. This reproveth thoſe that is not | +a 
pray in their Families 44 way. - There are fo 
{ome that pray in their famihies ; but hen] £0 
is it ? onre in a week perhaps: ' | It may th 
be on the Sabbath day, they will pray inf] if 
their families; and ferve God therein no 
more all the dayes of the week after. I. 
this topray alway when there are ſuch wide yj 
and woful gaps in prayer”? ' It is thy duty] x 
zo ſerve God all the dayes ofthy by life, Luk. 1.f 
#5+« Doſt thou rob God all thy dayes, 
when thog doſt ſerve him,and pray tohim; , 
but one day in ſeven ? God will not be put]. 
off ſo. When once thou ſhalt ſee the day 
| Wherein thy family ſhal ſtand. in no need 
- * of God's bleſſing; negle&t Prayer in thy| x 
| family for = Gay; but til then willing) - 


8 
7 , as” "i 4 4 of 
*# . w . gt 
F 6 » > - " - 
5 a LARS FE” * _ Mm , 


mes eo ©» 


wr i + 


wif-Pray with their- Families. -*19' | 

Jy omit it not under any pretence whatſd- 
;ever.. -And are there not ſome, that time 
it; was when they would worſhip God- with *' 
oft | .their families; but they are fallen away, 
xd | and have caſt offthe praQice that isg00d? | 
ay | O fooliſh creatures, you did run well, but 1 
eir | who hath driven you back ? Remember 
or- | .the word that was ſpoken by the Lord _ 
- | Jeſus, Luk. 9. 26. No man having put his | 

1t | hand to the Plough, aud looking back is fit | 
are | for the Kingdom of God. Didſt thou begin 
nf to pray with thy family ? This was toſet } 
"yf thy hand tothe Lords Plough : Woto os: 
'nJ if ow draweſt it back again. [ 
no 3. This reproveth thoſe who do thati ic- | 
Þ arte which is quite contrary unto pra= | 
19ef ying & ſerving God therein. : Are thexe 
aty | not tamilies in this place, whereinthere 5 
- 1.] Drinking to exceſs, Gaming, wantonnels, 
YES, Uncleanneſs? Indeed, when ſuch deedsof 
1m; darkneſs are brought to light, they are put 
put] to ſhame amongſt us ;and it isa great mer- 
day ey to the Land, that open prophaneſs and 
eed} wickedneſs is puniſhed, but the Lord'ſcethr 
what iSdoneinprivate Houſes. He know» | 

| £th whotheyare — aſſemble theme _ 4 
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|" 'of6 The true PFearers of Gol © 
' by troops in the Harlots Houſe; Fer.5. 7: 
And are there not families in the which 
” inſtead of Prayer, there is Curſng, Sweat- 
L/ ing, Sabbath-breaking and the like Tranf- 
greſſions that provoke the glorious eyes 
'of the Holy Majeſty of Heaven ? Let the 
"Maſters of ſuch famihes look to themlelves; 
For the Sabbath-breaking, and other pro« 
Phaneneſles that are indulged in their tas 
milies will be charged upon them who 
'ought'to rule their houſes better. Fx0.20.10, 
- "Tſe. 2: Of Exhortation : To be conſtant 
#n the prattice of this neceſſary duty They 
that are fo, their labour ſthal notbe'1n vain 
in the Lord. ' If they be fincere therein, 
Fpecial mercy will follow : We ſee it in 
this' example of Cornelius. He worthip- 
ped God with his Heuſe, and prayed a/way; 
and what ſpecial notice did the Lord take 
of him ? thoſe prayers were not loſt. And 
ſometimes when outward Judgements 
; come,” God ſheweth peculiar mercy to 
praying families. T remember I have read 
* ofa Town in. Switzerland, that was de- 
| Kirozed with an Earth-quake, excepting 
ynly one Houle, where it {6 {ell out; that 
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will Pray with rhir Families. wor © 
at the time when the Earth-quake happe® 


7 
ch | ned, the Maſter of the Houſe was at pray- 


af. | er with his family. But eſpecially ſpiri- 
nf | tual bleſſings,are wont to follow upon the. 
'& | ſincere attendance unto this duty. It there 
he || bea praying Father, it 15 to be hoped that 
es; | there will be praying Children : And if 
"0s || there be a praying; Maſter, it iS to be hop- 
fa» | ed there will be praying Servants. And 
ho || is not that a bleſſed thing for a man to have 
0. | the Children and Servants ofhis own fami- 
ant || ly praying for him continually ? Thus do. 
ey | we read concerning Abrahams Servants, 
uig | Gen 24. 12. Heſaid, O Lord God of my 
in, | Maſter Abraham, I pray thee ſend me: good 
in | ſpeed this day, and ſhew kindneſs unto my 
ip- | aſter Abraham. How came E!Yzezer. to 
bea praying Servant » doubtleſs, he ob- 
ſerved that his Maſter was much in-pray= 
er; and fuch an Example might be well 
followed. bn Wh 
1 ſhall only anſwer two or three Ob- 
gections, and canclude. / | 
+ - Obj;: x. Some one may ſay, / have not- 
tame tw 'pray in my Family. My buſineſs 
and worldly occalions gre ſuch as. I can- | 
pot. attend prayers © App. 


22 The pranhMnriry of = 


Anſ. No.man ſhall fare the worſe as to 
his outward Eſtate, becauſe he doth make 
conſcience to ſet ſome time apart daily to 
ſerve God ; no mans Family ſhall be the 
poorer, bur rather the richer for that. O 
that you would remember and conſider 
more on that Scripture, at. 6: 33. Seek 

ve firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righte- 
dino, and af Theſe things ſrall be added ts 
you. And it 15 certainly better tO Want 
time for other things, than to take no time 
to pray in. Yea, a man ſhould rather de- 
ny himſelf a little of his natural reſt and 
ſleep, than to live an ungodly and pray- 
erlcls life... Nor 1s-it needful, or. indeed 
convenient, that Family duties ſhould be 
ordinarily lovg and tedious; and there- 
Fore the objeftion»1S a vain excuſe, There 
are-others in the World, that have as much 
buſineſs upon their hands as thou haſt, 
who nevertheleſs can find time to pray 1n 
their Cloſets, and: in their Families too. 
Had not David as little time to ſpare, and 

. as much bubneſs to attend as any mancan 
. ordinarily pretend unto ; yet he wwayes 


| _—_ time to prayin- Letthy Conſcience 
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ſpeak | * 


will. Pray with their” Families. xay3 © 
to | fpeak; canſt'thou not: find time for other | 
re | things that are of leſs concernment? thou 
t | canlt find-time it may be to ſit in ſome 
he | Tavern, and there to diſcourſe, the Lord 
O | -knoweth about what.. It that time which 
er | is ſpent in;.vain, unprofitable Diſcourſe, 
& | were ſpent in Communion with God; it 
te. | would be happy tor thee. Canſt thou find 
ts | time for vain Diſcourſe, and yet fot-find 
nt | time for Prayer ? and canſt thou then 
me | think that God: will ever :find a time ro 
le- | fave thy. poor ſoul ? deceive not thy {ck 
nd | thou muſt be another Nan, or r that time 
1 will never come. 
ed by. 2+ Tan aſhamed fo ve in my. Far 
be wity? 
—_ What hi to own God, and 
ere | the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! doſt thou not know 
ich | that that's the way for-a man to loſe: his 
aſt, | Soul for ever? ſee elſe whatthe Lord Je- . 
7in | Jus. hath ſpoken, Mark 8. 3 laſt verſes. } 
00. | What ſhall it profit a man if he gain the 
and | whole World and loſe his own Soul, or what 
can fhall a man give in exthange for bis Soul : 
 whoſoe ver therefore ſhall -be aſhamed of me, | 
and f my wats, in this aduſterous aud we | 
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" 1z4 The true Fearers of God 
on. , of him alſo ſhall the Sou of May 
aſhamed, when he comes in the glory of his 
Father, with the £1 oly Angels. It thou art 
aſhamed of prayer, thou art aſhamed to 
own the wayes of Chriſt : and rhen what 
will become of thy dT and immor-» 
tal Soul? 
'Obj. 3. 7 would pray in my Family but I 
ea I bave not the gift of uHerauce and 
expreſſion; ? 
Anf. r. Ut #s better for thee fo wks uſe 
of a form then not to pray at all. I conſefs, 
"Hook: upon it as fintul to make uſe of 


thoſe Forms of Prayer which are taken out 
of rhe-Popes Maſs-Book, becauſe in. ſo do- 


Kot. It is alſo true that the impoſition 
of Forms of Prayer iS unwarrantable; yet 
' - all uſeof Forms is not prohibited in the 
| :-Seripture, witneſs the Form of Bleſſing 
| * therein expreſſed. Learned and judicious 
© Mr. = doth from. Luk. 24 
© conjeRure, that ordinarily Chriſt aſed the 
"fame words in his Bleſſing at Meal-times, 
| with his Domeſtick: Diſciples. Now. there 
b ; 00 man'ot ordinary underſtanging, Tat 
2 


x . Sz, 
6A. ut BD 
s 
I b.. 3 dy : 
bl 5" VE Ef . Re IP 


ing men put too much honour upon an |, - 


will Pray with their Families. wzy © 
Hemay atrain unto 4 Form of Prayer; and 
he had better make uſe of that, than..te 
live without any Worſhip of Godat all in 
his Family. + But Iam far from perſwas 
ding you to take up with Forms, aq 


; Therefore, 

oo 2+ Prattice, and that will make you able. 

AS ih other things practice maketh men 
ready and able, fo it 1$ in reſpect of-the | 

/” | gift of Prayer. Some that when they be 

F, _gan firſt toPray, were able to make but | 


of - poor work of it ; by frequent practice | 
ut | have attained unto an excellent. gift.in © 
of Prayer. And there are fome who com- | 


NJ -plain they cannot Pray, whenas it is be JM 
MN | cauſe they do not practiſe. It they would i 
& | -fet upon praftice, God' would bs with | 

| them. And O thar I could prevail with 
S | thoſe of you, thar make this ObjeQiona- | 


_ | 

ainſt praying in your Families; to go 
4 x \ home and make trial. I am wade | 
g that if you would try, and Ag uUPON- eu | 


_ practice of Family Prayer in earnelt, t& 
an | cctohten would be with you. 


* 226 The true Pearers of God: 
| {:3cLatour for. the true feat of God «54 
| your hearts. Norman that truly tears God; 
but he can pray in ſome-meaſure, as you 
| Heard trom P/al. 32.6. Every one that. is 
godly ſhall pray. Grace will make a man 
ſeniible of his fpiritual wants, and that 
will ſet him a praying. They that ſee 
themſelves perithing will cry .to-God-f# 
Salvation. So it is with the godly. man, 
Yea, where there is true grace, there will 
be Family Prayer. . 'The Lord faith, Ze 
| will pour uport the' Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
| The ſpirit of grace, and then Families, Fa- 
| #nZlies, would pray © mournapart,Zec:12.10. + 
| + Be much in fecret Prayer : Go int” 
| thy-cloſer ; there beg for Grace ; yea, pray 
| for-the Spirit of Prayer. Thar the Lord - | 
{ would'be pleaſed ro.give his Holy Spirif-' 
| Unto you; and thereby-enable you topray. 
And by praying in thy cloſet; thou wilt” 
| te made able to--pray with thy Family; '|fne 
| Soimayeſt thouiþecome like to: Corneling, *|W2 
Who feared God with all his houſe, and prays |'* 
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7 he ſincere Servants of God will 1 uti 
| C onſchence of Secret Prayer. 
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t + Tim. 1. 3; Without ceaſing 1 hut remen: 
. brance of thee in my Frojers day and 
Wee. -- -1-; £ 


\He Apoſtle Paal in this Verſe doth | 

intimate two'things : i Mþ 
x. His own ſincerity in ſerving God; 
[He freely contelleth himſelf .to = the 7 
[Lords Servant, Goel whom 7 ſerve. . And | 
-: [thereare two exprellions, both which may |! 
{denote his ſincerity therein. - One, iS-that  . | 
- [of his ſerving God - from. his fort fathers . | 
: '[He ſerved the fame God, and: atter «the - | 
fime jmariner 'that his fore-fathers' hai: | 
-* [done. As for his immediate fore-fathers | 
:-:|they:were Fews and Phariſees; and time 
- -| was when he had ſerved God as 'they: had 
- [taught him : but thoſe words-may have 
+ [feſpe& to more remote Fathers, viz. 'The. . 
try holy Patriarchs, Abraham, 1jaac, and. Facob, - - 
ID oy Another expreſſion denoting the A- 
| | polties | 
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F .32.8 Sincere: Chriſtians 


_ poſiles cri he that of his ſerving Gad 

with a pure Conſcience, which implieth 
_ that he was ever careful to act according 
to the Light of his Conſcience ; ſo indeed 
he was betore his converſien unto Chriſt, 
Af-x3.1; It implieti alſo, that his hearx 
was purified by Faith m the Lord Jeſus. 
For only they have a pure Conſcience in 
. the ſight of God who are purged from 
the'guilt of fin, inthe blood of Chrift. &t 
implieth moreover an holy converſation ; 
2 due reſpe& both to firſt and ſecond Ta- 
Þleduties.. Mens Conſciences are 'wont 
To. be according. to their actions :' evil 
aQions will pollute the Conſcience: -yea, 
the expreſſion imports inward as well as 
outward ſerving God, Rom.t.g. | 
© 2. The Apoſtle in this verſe, intimiteth 
.bhis loye and affeRion unto 7 imothy. Both 
| 4 that hedid givethanks to God tor him. 
| So the verſe begins, / thank God, na mely 
| Sor Timothy, partly in that 7imothy had 
ſuch a great reſpect for - Paul ; and it-is 


he giveth a man a great intereſt, in-tho 
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-matter of thankfulneſs unto God, when | 
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_ ill pray tn Secret. rig | 
in gifts his Inferiors. He faith in thenext | 
verſe, / ant mindful of thy tears. Probably 
2n thoſe words, he may have reſpe&unto 

the tears which Timothy y ſhed, at his part- 
ing with the Apoſtle, when he removed 
'from Epheſus : and he did bleſs God for 

the Grace which he faw in 7, imothy; that 
there 'wasS Faith unfeigned in him, which 
"dwelt firſt in his Grintitoter Lois, and i# 
his Mother Eunice, ver. 5. We ſhould bleſs 
God for the Grace we ſee in others, and' 
eſpecially ; in young men ; Paul was now 
aped, and haſteriing out of the World 5 
bur he thanked God, when he faw that 
Timothy a young man did inherit the Gra- 
ces of his godly Predeceſſors. And he 
| ruſt needs rejoyce the more to- ſee low, 
teth | Religion and the fear of God: was propa= | 
oth | gated from Generation to Generation, e= | 
im. | yen to thethird Generation. 3 
Again, he teſtified his affeRtion cowards 
Timothy, by being abundant in Prayer for, 
him. We find that this Apoſtle doth be- 
gin another Epiſtle after the ſame manner 
fignifying his affeQion to tHoſe he wrote 
ugh Pat, by - ods ing- how - he did give 

|". K  rhagks'| 


— 


| thanksand pray in their behalf, Rows 1.3, 
\. 9. The Prayers here reterred unto, muſk 
of neceſſity be underſtood of his ſecret 

Prayers. For we cannot in reaſon ſup- 
poſe that he did alwayes remember 7 zmo- 
thy 1n publick, but in his ſecret addreſles 
to the Throne. 'of Grace; which ſhews 
that He was conſtant and conſcionable un 
the. praiticeof that fort of Prayer. _ 
From which conſiderationthe Do#rine js, 

That the fincere. Servants of Goa, wilf 
make conſcience to pratiſe that duty.of 
Secret Prayer, day and night without 

ceaſing. 

There are three things that may here 
be enquired into. 

I. How it doth appear that the ſin- 
cere ſervants of God, will make conſci- 
ence of praiſing that duty of ſecret prayer? 

2. What 15 implied in this expreſlion of 

praying day and night without ceaſing ? 

- 3: The Reaſons why Men eſpecially 
| | GincereChriſtians ſhould pradſe this duty; 
| . Q. xr. How doth it appear that the ſim 
ere Servants of God will make conſcience of 


prattifang that duty of Family Prayer ? F 
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 _ Will Pray in Secret. 132! * 
.. Anſ. The many Inſtances Recorded in the * 
Scripture, concerning the faithful Servants * 
of God, who have conſcientiouſly prattiſed * 
*his duty, are an evidence of the truth of this 
Dofrine, AS 1o thegreat and eſſential duw 
ties of Religion, all that truly fear God, 
practiſe alike : As the Apoſtle doth . here 
intimate, where he faith, 7 ſerve God from. 


f , 


my fore-Fathers. A true Seryant of God, 
will follow the pious Example of thoſe thar: 
have gone before him walking in the ſame . 
way of Holineſs, which they have done, 
Prov. 2.20. Heb.6.12. Now concerning 
this duty of Secret Prayer, we find many 
Examples ( both in the Old Teſtament, 
and in the New ) of the Lords 'Servants 
who have thus practiſed ; and that as ts 
all forts of Men, Superiors, Inferiors, Fas 

thers, -Children, Maſters, Servants, wh&# 
have had the fear of God planted in their 
hearts; thus did Abraham, Gene 18. 23. 
and Eliezer, Abraham's godly Servant, Gen« 
2.4.12+ . And 7ſaac his gracious Son ; it 1$ 
noted of- him, ver.63. That he went out 7 
meaitate; or ( asthe Hebrew word Las 4 
ſuach may be read) to pray. The word | 
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| fignifieth both to pray and.to- meditate, | 
- and it- 15: not improbable but that Z/aac did 
| at that time, nothing. but what: was his: 
+ daily cuſtom-to do, even retire himtfelf' 
- from all company, for ſecret Prayer. and: 
meditation. - And the like we read con- 
* cerning Facob, that he did wreſtle with the 
 Lordin ſecret Prayer, Gen: 32+» 24+ They. 
| are not the ſpiritual ſeed of: Facob that ne- 
- verdo thus. - I might mention Hezektah, 
| Davtel, Feremiah Peter, and many other 
.-- holy Servants of- God, of whomwe read 


in the Scripture, that they did -practiſe. | 


this duty. Yea, we have the greateſt 
Example*thatever was, ſet before us for 
our imitation in- this particular, that 1s. 
Chriſts own Example ; of whom it 1s 
| faid, thatZYe departed into-a ſolitary place 
- aud there prayed, Mark 1.35. That he went 
| apart to Pray, Mat.14.23.That he withdrew 
himſelf and prayed, Luk.5 .16. And as the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, reſpecting another 
| duty, / have given you an Example that ye 
| - Gould do as-T have done,Joh:13:15: fodoth 


» 


| I have given you an-Example, and cauſed 
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| - he fay as to this duty of. Secret Prayer; 
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will pray in ſecret. T3% 3 
1t'to be entred upon everlaſting Record, 
thatſo you that are my Diſcipſes may in 

this follow me; and truly the fincere ' 
Diſciples of Chriſt, will make conſcience, ! 
fo to walk as he walked, 1 Joh: 2: 6: They - 
will ſtrive to write after the bleſſed Copy» 
which their Maſter Chriſt hath ſet before 

them. : : IT 

2: The truth is further evident, in thaÞ 

, | every fincere Servant of God doth make Con- 
” | ſcience of obeying all his Commandments, 
t i Pal: 119:6: Then /hall I not be aſhamed 
>. '| when I have reſpett unto all thy Preceptss” 
t | Now the Lord hath commanded mery 
r | that they ſhould Worſhip him, not only in 
S | publick, and in Families; but in ſecrer alſo, - 
S | Eph:6:18: Praywith aff Prayer : we have 
e | formerly ſhewed, that ſecret Prayer -15 1m»? 
2 | that precept enjoyned, as well as publick” 
w {and Family Prayer. And when the Lord. 
1e | in his Word fairh to men, Commune with: 
er | your hearts, Pſal: 4:4; thoſe two great duries 
ye | wherein much of Religion ' doth - confiſt,” | 
th | v/z: Self-Examination, and ſecret Prayer:” 
rz [are implied : Yea, this Duty 15 moſt ex=!: 4 
ed |preſly commanded by the Lord Jeſus, | 
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Chriſt, who faith When thou prayeſt enter 
#nto thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut the 
oor, pra yy to thy Father which is in ſecret, 
Mat.6.6' The ſincere man” doth not live 
m the commiſſion of any known fin, nor 
in the wilful omiſſion -of any known du: 
ty- Surely then not in the omiſſion of | 
Jo great and known,and plainly comman- 
ded duty as'this of ſecret Prayer, 1 : 

* 3. He that is ſincere doth in ſpecial aim, 
"gt approving himſelf in the fight of God, 
Hence is that expreſſion of Godly fiucerity 
2 Cor.1.12. becauſe the ſincere man dothy 
| eſpecially defire to have God's approba= | c 
c Gon: And therefore he abſtains from ſe» | 6 
cret ſins, as Foſep/ did ; yea, he dare not: | t5 
ſo much as in his thoughts giveway unto 
that which he knoweth ſinful, becauſe he | & 
| remembers that the eye of God is upon: | a 
| Him, and doth therefore ſtudy to approve | N 
Iumſelf, not only unto men, butunto God. | D 
Hence alſo © he practiſeth ſecret duties, | »; 
Which the Lord N ph 15 witneſs of. This W 
| we ſee in Nathayiel, that Tjraelite indeed. 
| anwhom there was.no reigning guile,Joh.1« 
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will Pray in Secrets T3 } 
| fone under theFig-tree, no doubt praying 
there; The Son of God who hath eyes 
like a Flame of Fire faw him, and did 
highly approve of his ſincerity, of which 
the ſpirit that breathed in his ſecret 
Prayers was a great diſcovery. 

4+ They that are ſincere do in a peculiar 
wanner delight in thoſe duties wherein the 
greateſt intimacy with God is to be enjoyed, 
m-- Thats one difference between an Hy- 
dd, | pocrite and a ſincere Child of God. An 
ty | Hypocrite will reſt in the external per- 
thi | formance of duty, though he hath no 
pas | communion with God therein, whenas 
ſe» | one that is ſincere doth aim at that in du- 
10t. | ty ; and therefore the more intimacy of 
19. | Communion with God, 1s to be enjoyed, 
he: | the more careful is he not to neglect ſuch 
on. | a duty. ff 

Now this iS true concerning Secret Prayer. 
pd. | Did Abraham, did Facob,did Moſes, did Dax 
ies, | n;el, & other Servants of the Lord, whom 
his | we read of in the Scripture, ever meet . 


eed: | with more of God, then when they were. 
| in ſecret, pouring out their hearts before 


bum? Intimate Friends when they are' a=- | 
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Jone, can ſpeak more freely, and _have 2 
fuller communion then. when others arc 


Z by : ſoit is here. A Believer cannot fo 


freely expreſs himſelf before the Lord az 
to many particulars when. others are by, 
a he can when there is none preſent bur 
God and he. In ſecret places, he can 
ſpeak his whole heart ; and pour out his 


Goal into the boſome of God, and of Jelus 
'Chriit. 


<4- 


of praying day and night without ceaſing ? 
Anf.. 1. It :mplieth conſtancy in the pras 
Qice of this duty. Thus when it 35 faid, 


Pray without ceaſi ing, 1 Theſ.5- 17. 26. don't 
begin 0) practiic re duty, and if terW ards. 


leave oft; but hold out all your Aye 
therein. It iS the ſame with that, Fph. 6 


18. Praying with all perſeverance. So hat 


Phraſe of night and ,day, intends the fame 
thi ng, Rev.7.15. They ſerve him' day and 


night in his Temple, h- e. continually and 
w:thout intermiſſion. Thus {/az-62.6. The 


Watc!: -men of Jeruſalem ſhall not hold their 
en ah LPR h. e. they ſhall hold on 


"” 
K ; 
Wo! | 
v 
440 
38A a - 
x 


. abt a nt” 


Q 2. What ; is implied } in this expreſſon, On, | 


Tune you know is divi- 


will pray in Secret. tzx 3 
ded- intoday and night. If then a man; + + 


re | ſhallcontinue to ſerve God, both by night. © * 


fo || 2nd byday, then hedoth ſerve him always. 
as | 2. It implieth Frequency. Thoſe words -- 
Y, || without ceaſing, forme read without intermifſe. - 
ut | for. Not but that the duty of Prayer 
an | may and muſthe intermitted, as to actu-. - 

1s || al performance, that fo other duties as to- 
us | our general or ' particular calling may be-: 
| ettgnded, but the ſpiritof the duty ſhould-: 
on, | not beintermitted,Chriſtians mult be care-- 
| ful thar they never loſe that : There ought 
a» | tobe an habitual inclination, and readis- 
1d, | neſs toattend the duty of Prayer, whene- W 
nt f ver called thereunto: Alſo, there ſhould: F 
ds | be a frequency therein, as to a&tual per- IM 
'&s | formance. And when it is faid, that-a« * 
6+ | man ſhould pray in ſecret, day and night,: » 
at | that implieth, that he ſhould do ſo-very* } 
ne | often, P/al:1.2. 1 Theſſ.3.10..Indeed ſecret: 
xd | Prayer fhould be every mans daily pra-* | 
nd | &ice. Therefore when” Chriſt bid his- 
te | Diſciples pray in ſecret, he bids them lays, | 
e7r | Gzue us this day, Sc. Mat. 6:6,11. fron” 
whence we may infer that ſecret Prayer-. 4 


ſhould be Chuiſligns daily prafice, + 
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x3 ©. Sixcere Chriſtians 
It is not determined in the Scripture,how || AU! 
ten every man muſt pray in ſecret: on. ||. 
On he ought to do thus daily. We 
nd that Dawels conſtant courſe was to 
pray by himſelf three times every day; 
Dan.6. 10. And David faith, that he did 
praiſe God ſever times a day, h. e. often 
times, Pſa{.119.164- And there is great 
reaſon that men ſhould offer Prayers and 
praiſes before God in ſecret, at leaſt once. 
every day, and once every night ; ſo may 
they be” {aid to pray without ceaſing day 
and night, i ee 

- We come now to enquire into the Rea- 
ſons vf this Do&rine. 
+ Reaſ. r. From the confideration of the 
omnipreſence of God. He ſeeth and hears 
what 1s'done not only in publick Afem» 
blies, and in Families, but in Cloſers, Fer. 
23.24. Canany hide himſelf in ſecret places 
| that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the Lord, do I 
. wot fl] Heaven and Earth? This reaſon is 
urged as an Argument for ſecret Prayer, 
| even becauſe our Heavenly Father /eeth 
k #2 ſecret, Mat.6:6, If Men do not prac-' 
| kice this Duty, it arguetty great "Atheiſm," 
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and that they do not really, an with 
5. | their whole hearts, believe the omnipre» 
| ſence of God; fo by the praGice hereof, 
5 | they teſtifie that th have. the ſenſe of 
this Truth upon their hearts ; therefore 
ſhould they pray in ſecret. 
| Reaſ. 2. Becauſe there are many requeſts 
fit and neceſſary to be mentioned before the 
Lord in ſecret, that may not be expreſſed be» 
fore others, e. ge Requeſts concerning & ! 
man's particular wants, which -may preſs  : 
him, and oppreſs him: and concerning 
"i | his ſecret ſins which he hath been guilty 
| of before the Lord. ' If God by his provi- 
dence hath kept a mans ſins from the 
e knowledge of the World, he would fin 
s | grievoully in divulging his own ſecret ſins; 
» | and-yet as ever he doth deſire the pardort 
. | of them, or the falvationof his Soul, he 


F muſt, confeſs and bewail them before God: 
7- | in ſecret places: in which reſpeR, ſecret 
s' | Prayer is neceſſary. Again, a Child of: 
God may be moleſted with the prevalency: | 
, | of ſome particular corruption or tempta-- | 
tion, which it is not meet to ſpeak of bes: | 
fore others, yet it -COncerns 5 him to. cry: ? 
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unto God-day and night for power againſt "Y 


it There are alſo requeſts which may. re- 
ſped. particular perſons, whoſe caſes and 
circumſtances may be ſuch as others ſhould 


not know of ; upon which account alſo 


| prayer in ſecret is neceſfary.There are ſome 
 thataman may have ſpecial reaſon to pray 


for them in his ſecret addreſſes tothe throne: 
of grace, as Paul tor Timothy, There are 
| alſo ſome that we ought to pray againſt 
| them, 97z- ſpecial and implacable Enemies 
of the Lords Name and People, whom it 
may not be conventent-to mention whilſt | 
others are in'hearing ;: but we ſhould put- 

the Lord in mind of them, and thoſe Ar-' 
fCloſets, will at 
_ laſt fall upon them, and ſmite them down 


rows whichare ſhot outo 


into the pit. | 


$ | . Real. 'I, Equity requireth this from the. 
| Lords Servants He brings them into his 
| Chambers, Cart. 1.4. The K ing has brought 


| me into his Chambers. Therefore they ought 
| to bring him into their Chambers. There 


| 15 2 ſecret providence of God at work for 
| them continually, P/al, 3r. 20. Thou-ſhalt- 
F hide them in the ſecrcs. of thy preſence, 
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will pray in ſecret. Tj4' 

thoa | fhalt keep them ſecretly in a Pay 
[zou, Shall the Lord hide his Servants in 
thoſe Chambers of ſafety which he hath 
prepared for' them? And ſhall not they 
pray. unto him and praiſe him in their-ſe- 
cret Chambers? Yea, and as for ſincere 
Believers, the Lord hath provided Cham- 
bers for them in his houſe, even in the Pal" 
lace Royal of Heaven, there to praiſe his 
Name ior evermore.Theretore inthe mean 
time theyſhould praiſe him and-pray unto 
him day and night intheir Chambers here. 
{| | The Lord faid unto the Prophet Zecharzah, 
.. | if thou wilt keep my charge, 1 will give 

« | #hee places to walk amongſt theſe that ſtand by, 
_ | Zect: 3:7: Intimating that the faithful 
n | Servants of God, ſhall oneday walk in the 
| Galleries of Heaven, amongſt the holy . 
e | Angels that -are there. - It 1s but reaſon 
is | then, that they ſhould bring' the Lord ins 
+ | £0 their Cloſets here upon earth. - 


"ISS ITY 
e -USE. 1. Of Reprehenfips : 1 
CL I: Ti o them that aeglect ſecret Pray aps. 


Are there not many whoſe Conſeis - f 
ences are ſmiting them whulft the word of © 3 
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the Lord is ſpeaking tothem. How mas 
ny Children, and young' ones that never 
go-alone to Priy ! You Children did you 
this day go, and the laſt night go alone to 
pray ? yea, and there are elder ones, that 


the Chambers they lodge in, will witneſs || 


againſtthem ar the laſt day, for living in. 
the negle& of ſecret Prayer before the 
Lord. They are many times alone whole 
nights together, but as it. 18 faid of the 
wicked, God is ot in all their thoughts. | 
Well, be aſſured, if ever God intend mercy 

to thy ſoul, he will make thee pet alone 
to pray, and to pour out thy Soul in his 
preſence. | For (as I have formerly ſhews 
ed ) in Converſion, that's one of the firſt 
things, a poor ſinner begins to be in ears 
neſt in his Secret Prayers and cries to hea- 
yen, AS it was. faid of Paul, whileſt in 
the pangs of the new Birth, AF 9.1T. Be- 
bold] he Prayeth,ſo if the Lord ankove and 
fave thy Soul, Behold thou wilt pray in | ſe- 
ErEr. 
. 2+ This'Reproof belongs. to them alſo; | 
who are not freequent aud conſtant i in the pras 
fice of this GY, Alab | I. know there 
| have 
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have been many that the Word of the 
Lord hath met with them ; they. have 
1 | been Sermon-ſick, and then they would 
pray in ſecret ; but they have not done 
thus without ceaſing, Their Convictions 
(&« | have died, and they became as Prayerleſs 
1 | a5 ever in their lives before. Or it may 
TH be ſome diſtreſſing affliction or other,hathr 
| brought them-upon their Xzees before the 
@ | Lord. Like thoſe in Hſaic26.16. Lord, in 
| trouble they wifited thee, they poured out a 
y Pray er, when thy chaſtening was upon them. 
EA Ah) Lord God, hath it . not been thus, 
» | with many a ſoul that fs me thus day 2 2 
x74 | but their difreſes being removed, they 
& | continue not in ſecret Prayer. Oh COn> 
ſider what the Scripture faith, Zeb. 10.38. 
if any draw back, my Soul ſhall have no ole 
n | ſurein him. To begin a courſe of Prayer, 
and then toleave oft again, is to draw backs 
> 'Will the Lord take pleaſure in {pch? He 
2. | hath aid, he will not. And yet I wiſh 
© | there be not Profeſloxs of Religion, 
Church-members, whoſe Confciences do' 
( or may} accuſe them tor inconſtancy in 
the performanceoft] this great duty of ſecret 
—_ Lide + ; 
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| - 'prayer : If thou art ſuch an one, thou haſt 
- on thee one of the ſad marks of an Hy- 
pocrite : for it is ſaid of the Hypocrite, 
W1l he alwayes call upon God ? Job 27:10: 
T wonder how ſuch men and women, can 
think that they belong to God, or that 
they have a real intereſt in Heaven, who 
can find in their hearts. to Iive without 
ſecret communion with him : eſpecially 
conlideripg, that the Scripture tells them 
thathe that ſhall allow himſelt in the wil- 
ful breach of. the leaſt Commandment, 
thall not be admitted, nor accounted. of 
in the Kingdonr of "Heaven, Mat: 5: 19: 
where then will they appear, who live in 
the-neglec of ſo great a Commandment 
as this of - Secret Prayer iS? | et 

* 3: This reproveth thoſe that inſtead of 
- Praying in ſecret are ſinning in ſecret: The. 
_ Apoſtle faith; -it is a ſhame to ſpeak of | 
thoſe thiggs which are done of ſome in 

#kecret, Eph:5:12: How do wretched: ſins | 
ners bleis themſelves, if they can fin out 
of the fight of men : eſpecially as to that 
iniquity of which it is ſaid, 7hat the ab- 
horred of the- Lord. [hall fall intoit: *Lhey 
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commit Adultery, and other forts of un- 
Clean Abominations in ſecret places : or ' 
, | they live in ſecret Self-pollation, which is 
>: | commonly the young-mans ſin ; an evil 
condemned in the Scripture, under the 
Name of Uncleanneſs, and ſometimes un- 
der the Name of Efeminateneſs ; and the 
Word of the Lord faith, that whoever 
liveth' in it, ſhall certainly be excluded out 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. Inſtead of | 
mourning and bleeding in ſecret places 
that ever thou haſt been guilt of this. 
fin, doſt thou {till live in it? then wo to: 
thy ſoul. There are two things which T 
am ſure thoudoſt not remember as thou: 
ſhouldſt do. 

+ Thou doſt not remember that the 
all-ſeeing eye of an infinite God looketh! } 
upon thee. If a Child of ſeven years olk | 
_ faw thee, thou wouldſthe afraid and aſhi- Y 
| med to commit. that fin ; and wouldſt - 

thou do it, if thou didft behold God 
looking'on thee ? 

2. Neither doſt thou remember the day 
of Judgment. For then every ſecret hs: i 
wer it be good or whether 1 it be evil, | 


L 


+, a . Sincere Chriſtians 


- will be brought to light, Eccleſ” 12.7 4. Tf 
 *thou didſt believe, that all the World 
| i Thovld one day hear of that ſecret: ſin of 


| thine, wouldſt thou commit it ? certainly 
If Men confidered this, they would finm 
fecret leſs, and pray in ſecret more. 


- 'USE II. Of Exhortation, to follow the 
" Apoſtles Example, by being much in the pra- 


"dice of this Duty of ſecret Prayers 
*- Do but cqniider, the good and benefit 
which will. tollow. [Whoever 1 ſincere 


therein ſhall find that his ſecret Prayers 


-have not been loſt labour. A Man - may 
thereby obtain mercy for his own Soul: 


even Grace and ſp:ritual bleſſings. Solo- | 


mons Wiſdom was given to him as an An- 


Awer unto his ſecret Prayers. Comfort. 


and aſſurance of Gods favour. may in this 
. way be obtained : you that complain,you 
_ have not aſſurance of -your Salvation,con- 


| - fiderof ir. There have been thoſe (I | 


.could tell you of marvelous inſtances to 
this purpoſe ) that when they have been 
upon their knees in ſecret, the holy Spirit 
| hathbroke inupon their Souls with ever 
|, laſting Conſolation. Yea, a Man by e- 
II ——_—_ —_— 


i OTA 


will Pray in Secret. Taff © 
f | erect Prayer may obtain merey for his Fa- 
| | mily. The lives of all Jacobs Children 
f | were ſpared, in anſwer to their Fathers 
7 | Prayers in ſecret. Nay, more, one righte- 
2 | ous manby Prayer in 1ſecret, may be a 
_ | means to divert Judgment, and to obtain 
e | mercy for the whole Town, and Land 
- | where he dwells. How far did Abraham” 
by his Prayers in ſecret prevail for Sodom ; 
t | and Moſes for Iſrael? And what mercy 
e | did Elijah and Amos obtain for. the whole. 
rs | Land by their ſecret Prayers? 
y | . And truly they are -the perſons who 
|: | arelike to experience ſpecial mercy in the 
o- | evil day. They that pray much 1n ſecret 
n- | and that mourn continually in ſecret pla- 
wrt. | ces, becauſe of the ſins of the times, thall 
ws | experience*if not temporal .( that- which 
ou || 15 better ) ſpiritual preſervations in a day* 
n- | of. general. Calamity, Ezet.9.4. Fer.13.17» 
1 | For Direction here; 
to © I. Be wery particular in ſecret Prayer. 
en | Men ſhould in-tecret before the Lord,otten } 
irit | bewail every ſin they have been guilty of, 
er- | whileſt in a ſtate of Unregeneracy. AS | 
ts the kind of- fin, that is, though it og 3 
wEEr——wqqOqTT.c.cTc &-1þ 
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I be the' afts of fin have been fo often ite» | $ 
 . Tated,as 'tis not poſſible to mention them || © 
all particularly. And it after Converſi= || © 
| on they fall into evils, for which Conſci- || ir 
ence condemns them, they ſhould parti- | n 
curly acknowledge thoſe ſins in their ſe- | Z 
cretaddreſles unto the Throne of Grace, || n 
begging for the Pardon of them. Parti- 1: 
cular Piagues of Heart ſhould be mourn= || a 
ed for in ſecret : fo there are particular. | n 
mercies to be prayed for; and particular | y 
Friends { near Relations eſpecially ) which | 

ought to be remembred i in ſecret Prayers | u 
day and night without ceaſing. Perſonal | n 
and particular concerns are to be inla! ged G 
upon in cloſet Prayer eſpecially. E 
2+ Take heed of reſting in the external || it 
performance of this Duty. Do' not think | ms 
that you muſt needs be Wh meerly be- | w 
cauſe you Pray in ſecret. You eſpecially | L 
who are the Children of Godly Parents, | le 
and haveever praiſed this Duty, becauſe W 
of the frequent Exhortations, and Exam- | u; 
| ples which have been ſet before you, : Oh | of 
| reltnot here, without experiencing awork | fe 
3 of true F ah. ang Regeneration as hy 
*X | & ou vo 


, 1 we Fn a 


* _— Ow — 
i . —_ . 
— | 


Souls. 
cannot be ſincere, if he live in the negle& 
of ſo-great a Duty, yer he may continue 


ner ( 
Phil.3.6. Luk.18.14. and for all that, re- 


will ! Pra in” Secret. 145. 1 
Remember, that though a man *' 


in the practice of it, after 4 formal mat» 
35 Paul before his Converſion did, 


main ina ſtateof Hypocriſie. Nor indeed 


is there any duty, but an Hypocrite may: 


attend it without ceaſing, a5 to the exter- 
nal part of the Duty. Wherefore, be- 
ware of taking up with that. 
 3- Labour after intimacy of Communion 
with God therein. Its true, we muſt re- 


| member our diſtance, conſidering that 


God is in Heaven, and we are on Earth. 
He is an infinite Majeſty, and we are poor 
inconſiderable Duſt-heaps:; and therefore 
may not forget that weare duſt and aſhes, 
when we take uponus to ſpeak unto the 


| Lord of Heaven and Earth. Neverthe- 


leſs he alloweth us to be humbly familiar 
with his divine Majeſty. An holy man' 
upon his Death-bed could fay, If the walls 
of this Chamber could ſpeak, they would teftt- 


| fie howoften Þ have met with God here ; 4nd 


—_ Oe — * gm ppm ones _ GE: -'s zen op yy oy. — - 


iow rs he hath been with my Soul. Oh 


, 'O, 0) 
v,+4 
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labour after that, to 'know by bleſſed CK | 
pertence, what it is to have. intimate com- 
munion with God in Cloſets, and to be 
familiar with the Lord Jeſus there. 

4. Pradtice other Duties in ſecret, which | 
are an help to Prayer. & g. Self-Examina- | } 
tion 15 a great help unto ſecret Prayer. || 1 
When a man upon Examination and ſe- 
r:0us ret{etions upon himſelf, ſeeth what 
his defetts have been and are; and withal 
'  perceiveth what God hath done for his 
Soul, he muſt needs thereby be quickered 
in his calling uponthe Name of the Lord. 
And read the Scriptures daily in ſecret; and 
having ſo done, meditate and ponder up= 
on what you have read ; and then fall 
upon your knees before the Lord, and 
pour out your very hearts in his preſence: 
And know for your encouragement, that 
your fecret Prayers ſhall one day be re- 
warded openly, Mat.6.6. When you come 
to die, you wall not repent of the time 
| that hath been thus ſpent. Nor atthelaſt 

. day, when the Lord Jeſus will openly be- 
fore af the World ſpeak of «the ſecret 


| f. ha (428 well as f HEE my hl 6 of 


bs. 
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Will Pray in Secret. 5x 3 


115 Servants. O how glorious will it be 
when Chriſt ſhall ſay ( as ſometimes to 
NathaMel ) Iſaw thee every day and night 
upon thy knees in thy Cloſet ; I beſtowed 
mercy orf- others out of reſpe&. to thy 
Prayers, and brought about great changes 
in the World, in anſwer thereunto ? Blefled } 
7s that Servant whom the Lord ſhall find 
thus doings : [ 
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TT YOM "Fs... 1875, to 1900. With noalty 1,000 
magnificent Steel engravings and original etchings, besides nearly 5,000 original 
illnstrations engraved on wood. 25 vo ols. 4to., fresh and clean, in parts as igsued. 
London. e99 xn 

HARPER'S WEEKLY. A Journal of Civilization. A complete set from its 
commencement in 1857 to 1899. 42 vols. Folio, 384 vols. bound in halt morocco 
1nd--$8-vrols. in cloth. N;-Y. $175.00 


The extreme scarcity of the war volumes, and the great demand for them of late 
vears, has made it more and more difficult to gather complete sets. Nearly all the Vol- 
umes in this set have titles and indexes, which is rarely found in sets usually offered 
for sale. 

NILES WEEKLY REGISTER. Containing Political, Historical, Geograph- 
ical, AStronomical, Statistical and Biographical Documents, Essays and Facts, 
with notices of the Arts and Manufactures and a record of the events of the 
times. Complete ftrom its commencement, in 1811, to 1838. 54 vols. and index, 1 
vol. Together 55 vols. Roy. 8vo. and 4to. half bound. Balt., 1811-183T. $50.09 

Niles Register covers a period in American political history nowhere else recorded 
with 0 much minuteness. The War of 1812, the Florida, Black Hawk and other Indian 
Wars, the exploration and settlement of the West, are all treated with great detail, Many-: 
important documents relating to the Revolution, and all the great speeches in Congress, 


are given in extenso. It should be in all reference libraries, as the work is perfectly 
reliable and indispensable to students of history, and the progress of art in America. 
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JON” OURNAL. From January, 1875, to 1900. With nos 1,000 
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